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   BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

May 1, 2017 

Meeting Agenda 

 

This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their meeting and all items found 

on it may be deleted, amended or deferred.  The Commissioners may also, in their absolute discretion, consider matters 

not shown on this agenda. 

 

4:00-4:05    Call to Order and Welcome by Chairman Trent 

 

4:05-4:15    Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner Wesson 

 

4:15–4:25   Public Comments (3 minute time limit per speaker) 

 

 (A) 

*** APPOINTMENTS *** 
 

4:25 – 4:35   (1) 2nd meeting – Commissioners convene as the Board of Equalization and Review – Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea 

 

4:35 – 4:45   (2) ABC Board annual report and check presentation by ABC Board Chair, Miles Davis  

 

4:45 – 4:55   (3) Update by Chris Hilbert of Holland Consulting Planners 

 

4:55 – 5:05   (4) Update by Marc Finlayson of the Highway 17 project  

 

5:10 – 5:20   (5) Pound the Sound update and request for contribution by the Windsor-Rotary Club 

 

Board Appointments (B) 

 

1. There are no Board 

Appointments. 

 

Consent Agenda (C) 

 

1. Approve Minutes for Regular 

Meeting 4-17-17 

 

2. Approve Minutes for Work 

Session 4-24-17 

 

3. Register of Deeds Fees Report 

– April 2017  

 

4. Budget Amendments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***OTHER ITEMS*** 

Discussion Agenda (D) 

 

1. Discuss approval of lease for a 

temporary Lawrence Memorial 

Library location – Food Lion 

Shopping Center 

 

2. Discuss congregate meal bids with 

Council on Aging Director, Venita 

Thompson 

 

3. Review Closed Session minutes 

with County Attorney to prepare 

for release 

 

4. Consider proposed waterline 

extension policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioners’ Reports (E) 

 

County Manager’s Reports (F) 

 

County Attorney’s Reports (G) 

 

Public Comments Continued 

 

Closed Session  

 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §  143-318.11(a)(3) to go into closed 

session to consult with the County Attorney in order to 

preserve the attorney-client privilege that exists between the 

attorney and this public body. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss matters 

relating to the location or expansion of industries or other 

businesses in the area served by the public body, including 

agreement on a tentative list of economic development 

incentives that may be offered by the public body in 

negotiations. The action approves the signing of an economic 

development contract or commitment, or the action authorizing 

the payment of economic development expenditures, shall be 

taken in an open session. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(5) to establish, or to 

instruct the public body's staff or negotiating agents concerning 

the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in 

negotiating (i) the price and other material terms of a contract 

or proposed contract for the acquisition of real property by 

purchase, option, exchange, or lease; or (ii) the amount of 

compensation and other material terms of an employment 

contract or proposed employment contract. 

 

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a)(6) to consider the 

qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, 

conditions of employment, or conditions of initial employment 

of an individual public officer or employee or prospective 

public officer or employee; or to hear or investigate a 

complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual 

public officer or employee.  
 

Adjourn 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  2nd meeting – Commissioners convene as the Board of Equalization and Review 

– Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea  

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-2 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  ABC Board annual report and check presentation by ABC Board Chair, Miles 

Davis 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-3 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body  

 

SUBJECT:  Update by Chris Hilbert of Holland Consulting Planners  

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-4 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Update by Marc Finlayson of the Highway 17 project 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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History of the

Highway 17 Association

Ocean Highway 

organization dates 

back to 1950s.

Incorporated in 1975.

Formally reorganized 

in 2006.
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Funds invested in the

legacy US 17 Corridor 

projects since 2006

Over $1.3 Billion on 

11 projects.

$361.4 Million had 

been “unfunded.”

15



Many segments of improved 

US 17 opened to traffic

Wilmington Bypass, Jacksonville Bypass, New Bern Bypass,

Washington Bypass, Windsor Bypass and Improvements in

Brunswick, Onslow and Craven Counties to existing 17.
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Creation of the

Highway 17/64 Association

US 64 Corridor communities 

joined the organization to 

support I-87 initiative.

Broadens stakeholder support 

for all eastern North Carolina 

transportation.
17



I-87 as Future Interstate

Congress designated corridor 

in FAST Act in 2015.

Governor Pat McCrory unveiled 

the “Future I-87” sign in 2016.

Two feasibility studies are 

underway.

Specific projects are not yet 

programmed.
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Encouraged by Projects 

listed on 2018-2027 STIP 

29 US 17 Projects listed on the Draft 

2018-2027 STIP worth over $2.2 

Billion.

17 are considered fully or partially 

“deliverable.”

Six US 64 Projects 

listed worth almost 

$750 Million.

Only one “deliverable.”
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Projects important to

Bertie County

R-5731 Upgrade US 17 to 

Interstate standards on 

either side of Chowan River.

R-2511 Four lane US 17 

between Washington and 

Williamston.
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NC Transportation 

Changes for 2017

Jim Trogdon named Secretary of 

Transportation.

New Board of Transportation members 

to be appointed.

NCDOT is 

implementing new 

project delivery 

processes.

New Transportation 

Leaders in the NC 

General Assembly.
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House Select Committee on 

Transportation Funding and 

Long-range Planning

Eight policy changes to 

recommend to the General 

Assembly:

• Mega-project Fund.

• Infrastructure Bank.

• STI Division Scoring 

changes.

• “Blue Ribbon” Committee 

on Funding.
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NC Go! Funding Initiatives

1% Highway Use Tax Increase = $230 million per year.

Redirect Sales Tax on Short-term Auto Leases = $75 million.

Redirect Sales Tax on Auto Parts & Service = $366 million.

Total Transportation Revenue from All Options = $671 million.
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Highway 17/64 Association 

Advocacy Goals for 2017

• Support the work of our RPOs and MPOs.

• Advocate for full funding and timely programming of US 17 and US 

64 projects.

• Work with NCDOT and General Assembly to improve STI.

• Seek long-term, sustainable funding for transportation, especially 

rural transportation needs.
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Thank You
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 March 2017                                           finlayson @highway17nc.org
  

 

Highway 17/64 Association Accomplishments: 2017 
 

Historical Support for Highway 17/64 Association 
 

Since its inception, 14 of the 15 corridor counties in the US 17 corridor and Future 

Interstate 87 corridor have supported the Association financially, as well as 17 

municipalities and seven regional or county economic development partnerships. 

 

 

Major Project Funding Committed since 2006 (Previously “Unfunded”) 
 

R-2511  Washington to Williamston $72.1 million 

R-2510  Washington Bypass  $30 million 

R-2301  New Bern Bypass  $39.9 million 

U-4007  Jacksonville Bypass  $39.1 million 

R-3601  Wilmington (17 Business) $12.5 million 

R-2633  Wilmington Bypass  $70 million 

R-2514  Jones County   $162.6 million 

R-3403  North of Bridgeton  $36.2 million 

R-2513  Vanceboro to Chocowinity $14.7 million   

 

Total       $477.1 million 

 

 

Highway 17 Construction Progress 
 

U-2107 D  Jacksonville Bypass  Opened December 2006 

R-2514 A  Jacksonville to Belgrade Opened November 2007 

R-2404  Windsor Bypass  Opened July 2008 

R-2510 B  Washington Bypass  Opened March 2010 

R-2510 A  Washington Bypass  Opened September 2011 

R-2301 A  New Bern Bypass  Opened September 2011 

R-3403 A  Bridgeton (17 Business) Opened July 2012 

U-4007 A  Jacksonville Bypass  Opened December 2013 

R-2510 C  Washington Bypass  Opened December 2013 

U-4007 B  Jacksonville Bypass  Opened April 2014 

R-2633 A  Wilmington Bypass  Opened October 2014 

R-2633 B  Wilmington Bypass  Under construction 

R-2514 B/C/D  Jones County   Under construction 
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Highway 17 STIP Deliverable Project Status 
 

U-5862 Shallotte Interchange  Planning / Environmental studies underway 

U-4902 Market St. Access Mgmt. Design for Medians / Superstreet underway 

U-5732 Hampstead Access Mgmt. Design for Medians / Superstreet underway 

R-3300 Hampstead Bypass  Federal EIS approved July 2014 

      State Record of Decision September 2014 

U-5735 New River Interchange Planning / Environmental studies underway 

U-4007 E Jacksonville Bypass  ROW programmed for 2018 

R-2513 A NC 43 to Vanceboro Bypass ROW programmed for 2019 

R-3403 B Bridgeton to NC 43  Finding of No Significant Impact 2005 

B-5302 Norfolk Southern RR Bridge ROW, Utilities programmed for 2017 

R-2511 Washington to Williamston ROW, Utilities programmed for 2020 

B-5604 Brights Mill Creek Bridge ROW programmed for 2018 

R-4467 Replace Hertford Bridge Finding of No Significant Impact 2016 

 

 

 

Highway 17 Association Stakeholder Relationships 
 

• Works regularly with Secretary of Transportation and NCDOT Senior Staff. 

• Works regularly with Divisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 and at-large Board of Transportation 

members in the corridor. 

• Chairs NC Go!, the statewide transportation advocacy group. 

• Partnered with NCDOT and Atkins Global on a comprehensive economic impact 

study for US 17 corridor and eastern North Carolina. 

• Participates periodically in meetings of MPOs and RPOs in eastern NC. 

• Works regularly with the Highway 17 corridor delegation of the North Carolina 

General Assembly. 

• Holds periodic meetings in Washington, DC with NC Congressional delegation 

and North Carolina federal liaison office. 

• Maintains 650+ distribution list of local government and commercial leaders in 

the corridor and corresponds regularly on issues of interest. 

• Partnered with East Carolina University on a preliminary economic impact study. 

• Partners with stakeholders along the US 64 and US 17 corridor to promote and 

facilitate I-87, the Raleigh to Hampton Roads, VA Interstate highway.  
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Highway 17 Association Legislative Issues 
 

Federal 

• Worked with the NC Congressional delegation to pass the FAST Act and 

continues to seek long-term, sustainable federal funding for transportation. 

• Specifically worked with the delegation to secure language in the FAST Act 

designating the proposed Raleigh to Norfolk corridor (US 64 / US 17) as a “high 

priority” corridor. 

• Works to hold North Carolina harmless in Federal Highway Trust Funds 

distribution. 

 

State 

• Works with NCDOT to secure additional funding for Divisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 

through the Strategic Transportation Investments (STI) process. 

• Works with NCDOT to restore all US 17 projects to the STIP, even if 

programmed for out-years. 

• Participates in Project Prioritization processes at state and regional levels with 

NCDOT and our MPO and RPO partners. 

• Works to preserve current transportation revenue streams until alternatives can be 

agreed upon. 

• Advocates for sustainable, long-term state revenues for transportation. 

• Seeks ways to streamline planning and permitting processes. 

• Supports investments in eastern North Carolina transportation infrastructure, 

including: primary and secondary roads; freight rail; ports expansion; ferry system 

improvements; and shallow draft inlet management. 

• Supports related economic growth in eastern North Carolina, including: agri-

business; tourism; military installation investment; and military-based business 

development. 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-5 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Pound the Sound update and request for contribution by the Windsor-Rotary 

Club 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  FYI only. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Approve Minutes for Regular Meeting 4-17-17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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  Windsor, North Carolina 

April 17, 2017 

Regular Meeting 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for their regularly scheduled meeting inside the 

Commissioners Room located 848 Perrytown Road.  The following members were present or 

absent: 

 

Present:  Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 

  Stewart White, District II 

Tammy A. Lee, District III 

John Trent, District IV 

     Ernestine (Byrd) Bazemore, District V 

 

Absent: None 

 

 

Staff Present:  County Manager Scott Sauer  

  Clerk to the Board Sarah S. Tinkham 

  Assistant County Attorney Jonathan Huddleston 

  Finance Officer William Roberson 

  Economic Development Director Steve Biggs 

  Emergency Services Director Mitch Cooper 

  HR & Risk Management Director Carolyn Fornes 

     Sandra Callis IMC Supervisor II 

Angie Cobb IMC II 

Judy White IMC II 

Shielda Forrest IMC II 

Alycia Saulsbury IMC II 

Lee Lawrence IMC II 

Krista Jernigan IMC II 

Ruth Davidson IMC III 

Stefanie Bell SW II  

   

 

Gene Motley of the Roanoke-Chowan News Herald and Leslie Beachboard of the Bertie-Ledger 

Advance were present from the media. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Trent called the meeting to order and thanked those present for their attendance.   
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INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   

Vice Chairman Bazemore led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Chief Rodney “Bud” Lee thanked the Commissioners for holding their meeting Perrytown 

tonight as well as announced the Perrytown 4th of July Celebration and raffle sale.  Raffle tickets 

are $2 for 1 ticket, and $6 for 10 tickets.   

 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

Presentation of Ombudsmen Annual Report by Laura Jett of the Mid-East 

Commission Area Agency on Aging 

 

Laura Jett of the Mid-East Commission Area Agency on Aging was present to introduce 

herself, as well as present her annual report for Bertie County.  

 

She briefly discussed a few of the most received concerns about the County’s family, 

nursing, and assisted living homes which included rights of residents, and their ability to 

check out of a facility, as well as the lack of response to call bells within the facilities.   

 

Ms. Jett also discussed her role in mediating any concerns between patients, their famil ies, 

and the care home.  

 

In addition, she thanked the Board for promptly appointing members to the Nursing 

Home/Adult Care CAC Board when needed, and stated that once these members are trained, 

they assist in these care home visits. 

 

She emphasized that members of this board cannot be related to any patients or staff inside 

the care homes, and that she would provide detailed reports to the County regarding the 

overall performance of each facility. 

 

The Board also received information from Ms. Jett regarding the Meals on Wheels program 

not being up “on the chopping block” at this time for a reduction in funding.  
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Programmatic update presentation by CADA Executive Director, Sallie Surface  

 

CADA Executive Director, Sallie Surface, thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak  

tonight.  She also introduced acting NC Works Center Manager, Olivia Taylor , and 

discussed various concerns. 

 

Ms. Surface first reported that funding is expected to be cut from the Community Services 

Block Grant (CSBG) which is a program designed to assist low-income individuals in 

achieving self-sufficiency.  The program assists with weatherization needs such as 

wheelchair ramps, and home repairs, and it also is responsible for the formation of CADA’s 

Board of Directors.   

 

The County appoints members to the CADA Board of Directors every two years. 

 

Ms. Surface also briefly discussed the individual poverty statistics for Bertie County, and 

the amount of funding gradually being cut beginning in 2014.   

 

The Board also requested that Ms. Surface notify them in advance of new Center Managers 

at the Bertie Office so that they may continue to work appropriately with this individual for 

job fairs.   

 

Commissioner Lee inquired about the process of the Section 8 program that is currently 

funded through the US Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  Ms. Surface replied that 

the Section 8 program is a program which provide rent vouchers for low-income citizens 

who are not employed, or who are under employed, and the waiting list for the program is 

currently closed. 

 

The program also promotes home ownership opportunities via an evening class that is 

offered through CADA. 

 

Ms. Surface mentioned that as participants find adequate employment, purchase their home, 

pass away, or move into assisted living homes, the waiting list is then opened to allow 

others to apply.   

 

HUD also reports to CADA of anyone who no longer qualifies for this rent voucher via a 

letter so that CADA is always aware of who remains eligible for the assistance.  
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EMS Update by Emergency Services Director, Mitch Cooper 

 

Emergency Services Director, Mitch Cooper, discussed the latest developments with FEMA 

and the project worksheets that have just been approved including one for a temporary EMS 

Station located on County Farm Road in Windsor.   

 

In addition, FEMA was currently reviewing project worksheets for a new Lawrence 

Memorial Library, as well as a new Cooperative Extension building.   

 

Also, Mr. Cooper thanked the Board for its commitment to replacing several of the County’s 

aged fleet of emergency vehicles.  Four new ambulances were delivered to the County 

recently, and Mr. Cooper reported that all of them are currently in service.  

The old ambulance vehicles required $60-65,000 in maintenance over a 1 year time span. 

In another update regarding the EMS vehicle fleet, Mr. Cooper reported that he and Chief 

Deputy, Kenny Perry, were scheduled to take a trip to see a potential mobile crisis response 

unit that would belong to both EMS and the Sheriff’s Office.  

The unit would be used as a command center during storms, at large EMS calls, or other 

emergency events as needed for staff.  When not in use, the unit would be in storage at the 

EMS warehouse. 

Mr. Cooper also inquired if the 3 old ambulance vehicles that are now out of service could 

be donated to a non-profit organization, or if they should be saved for the next County 

surplus auction. 

The Board had no issue with the ambulances being donated due to their advanced age and 

mileage, but encouraged Mr. Cooper to do his research on the non-profit before moving 

forward. 

 

 

  

35



BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

Voluntary Agricultural District Board 

 

Commissioner White made a MOTION to reappoint Jimmy Mizelle, Harold Lawrence, 

Joseph Leggett, and Sid Copeland to the Voluntary Agricultural District Board for an 

additional 3-year term.  Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The 

MOTION PASSED unanimously.   

 

 

Advertisement - Current/Upcoming Board Vacancies – April 2017 

 

The Board reviewed the current/upcoming Board vacancy advertisement that will run 

four times in the next month inside the Bertie-Ledger Advance. 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

Upon review by Chairman Trent, Vice Chairman Bazemore made a MOTION to approve 

Consent Agenda Items in its entirety.  Commissioner White SECONDED the motion.  The 

MOTION PASSED unanimously.   

 

The Consent Agenda was approved as follows: 

 

1.  Minutes – Regular Session 4-3-17, Work Session 4-3-17, Closed Session 4-3-17 

2.  Tax Release Journal – March 2017 

 

 

DISCUSSION AGENDA 
 

Summary of Board Sponsorships & Donations 

 

County Manager Sauer informed the Board that there was a summary sheet of sponsorships 

& donations available for their review, as well as all of the special appropriations budget 

requests that have been submitted for the upcoming budget year. 

 

He also reminded the Board to recess tonight’s meeting until April 24 th at 10:00 AM in 

Windsor inside the Commissioners Room.   
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Example Plaque – newly renovated County buildings 

 

The Board briefly reviewed the example plaque, and did not believe this matter was urgent 

at this time, but they suggested that Sheriff John Holley be added to cover all Bertie County 

elected officials.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DSS Concerns – Petition 

 

Each member present from Bertie County DSS briefly discussed their concerns with the 

Commissioners about the future of retiree healthcare benefits.  

 

Chairman Trent assured those present that the County had only made one decision regarding 

this issue, and that was the elimination of retiree health insurance benefits for new 

employees hired after July 1, 2016. 

 

Any other circulated information was simply “proposed” and no other changes have been 

made since the decision noted above.   

 

County Manager Sauer also provided brief remarks about how well  the County was able to 

operate during the latest flooding events especially as it relates to pay checks and health 

insurance benefits not lapsing during very uncertain times for some Bertie citizens.  He also 

briefly discussed the various projects that had to be placed on hold due to the 2 flooding 

events, and that this recovery is not expected to be completed from another couple of years.   

 

The Board thanked each DSS employee for bringing their concerns to tonight’s meeting, 

and expressed their appreciation for the work that they do every day.   
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Library temporary relocation – Update 

 

County Manager Sauer informed the Board that Assistant County Attorney, Jonathan 

Huddleston, had completed his review of the proposed library temporary relocation lease to 

the Food Lion Shopping Center in Windsor.   

 

The lease will be presented at an upcoming meeting for Board approval. 
 
 
 
 

Budget review schedule -- Update 

 

The Board will be meeting for a preliminary budget work session on Monday, April 24th at 10:00 

AM inside the Commissioners Room at 106 Dundee Street, Windsor, NC. 

 

The Board will also meet as the Board of Equalization and Review. 

 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS 

 

Commissioner Wesson announced that on Thursday, May 4th is Public Safety Day which will be 

hosted by the CADETs from the Basic Law Enforcement class at Bertie High School.  The event 

will begin at 3:30 PM.  Additionally, he discussed his latest meetings with the Tuscarora Tribe 

Ancestors who are looking to secure building permits for a Trading Post in the Indian Woods 

area.  Also, on April 20th, he will be sworn in as the Treasurer of Mid-East Commission.  Lastly, 

he announced that on Thursday, April 25th, he would be attending a meeting with NCSECU to 

further discuss the middle-income housing initiative for Bertie County. 

 

Vice Chairman Bazemore discussed the “alarming things” she heard during G.K. Butterfield’s 

visit to Greenville which include the federal debt ceiling due to be reach in September, as well as 

possible cuts to various programs like Medicare/Medicaid, as well as to increased spending for 

military and a wall between the U.S. and Mexico. 
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Commissioner Lee reported that ground has officially been broken for the Charters of Freedom 

monument at the Bertie Courthouse.  In addition, she invited all of those present to attend a 

celebration being hosted by Habitat for Humanity.  A local Bertie citizen received a brand-new 

home from the organization, and there will be a celebration on Friday, April 21st at noon at 803 

S. King Street, Windsor. 

 

Commissioner White encouraged all citizens to consider visiting the many events going on 

inside the County coming up including Lost Colony Day on April 22nd and the Town of 

Powellsville Awareness Day on Saturday, May 6th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

 

The County Manager gave no reports at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORTS 

 

 

The County Attorney gave no remarks at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

39



 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 

There were no public comments during this session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECESS 

 

 

Chairman Trent RECESSED the meeting until Monday, April 24th at 10:00 AM inside the 

Commissioners Room in Windsor. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

                     John Trent, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________   

Sarah S. Tinkham, Clerk to the Board 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  A-2 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Approve Minutes for Work Session 4-24-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

 

 

Board of Commissioners 
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  Windsor, North Carolina 

April 24, 2017 

Work Session 

 

The Bertie County Board of Commissioners recessed its regular meeting from Monday,                  

April 17th in order to meet today for a work session inside the Commissioners Room located at 

106 Dundee Street, Windsor.  The following members were present or absent: 

 

Present:  Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 

  Stewart White, District II 

Tammy A. Lee, District III 

John Trent, District IV 

     Ernestine (Byrd) Bazemore, District V 

 

Absent: None 

 

 

Staff Present:  County Manager Scott Sauer  

  Clerk to the Board Sarah S. Tinkham 

  Finance Officer William Roberson 

  Tax Administrator Jodie Rhea 

   

       

No media members were present. 

 

 

RECONVENE 

Chairman Trent called RECONVENED the meeting from Monday, April 17th in Perrytown.   

 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Commissioner Wesson led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
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WORK SESSION 

Board of Equalization and Review – first of two required sessions (May 1st will be the final 

meeting of the Board of E & R) 

 

Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea, was present to guide the Board through the first of the two 

required meetings where the Commissioners will convene as the Board of E & R for FY2016-

2017.   

Commissioner Lee made a MOTION for the Board of Commissioners to convene as the Board 

of Equalization and Review.  Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION 

PASSED unanimously.   

The Board now meet as the Board of Equalization and Review. 

Mr. Rhea reported that there are no business personal property appeals currently to present, but 

that one may be pending for the next meeting of the Board of Equalization and Review on May 

1st.   

County Manager Sauer reminded the Board that the last meeting of the Board of Equalization 

and Review for FY2016-2017 will be held on Monday, May 1st as part of the Board’s regularly 

scheduled Board of Commissioners meeting here in Windsor. 

 

Tax Assessor’s estimated values for FY2017-2018 and adjustments for flood damaged 

property value reductions 

Also, the Tax Administrator presented the following figures: 

KNOWN VALUE AND REVENUE LOSS' FOR 2017 (FIGURED AT CURRENT RATE OF $.83) 

    

Property Value Loss Revenue Loss  

    

Tall Drink of Water Property $3,774,856.00 $31,331.30  

BPP Golden Peanut $4,580,131.00 $38,015.09  

Known House Fires $200,494.00 $1,664.10  

Perdue Appeal $2,920,350.00 $24,238.91  

Wrangler Building $223,021.00 $1,851.07  

Flood $2,189,660.00 $18,174.18  

TOTAL LOSS: $13,888,512.00 $115,274.65  
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Reminder re: RFP for revaluation consultant for 2020 real property assessment to be 

issued in early FY 2017-2018 

Re-valuation – the next Countywide re-valuation will be 2020. Request for proposals from re-

appraisal firms will be mailed this summer. Board will then review proposals and select a 

vendor. 

 

Medicaid Reimbursement – It is not anticipated that this item will be a budgeted revenue 

for FY 2017-2018 and the Board will need to have a preliminary discussion regarding the 

impact of a $400,000 reduction in expenditures to offset this figure. 

County Manager Sauer emphasized that in the current budget year, only half of what the County 

budgeted as revenue had been received thus far regarding Medicaid reimbursement. 

Mr. Sauer further stated that he did not believe it made sense to budget a similar amount for next 

fiscal year which creates a large gap that will need to be filled from elsewhere. 

  

Special Appropriations and Donations – review requests received for FY2017-2018, Part 1 

At this time, County Manager Sauer deferred to Roanoke-Chowan Community College 

President, Dr. Jimmy Tate, and various members of his Administrative staff for a presentation 

regarding their current budget request for FY2017-2018. 

 

Roanoke-Chowan Community College – Dr. Tate will present budget request for next year 

In a brief PowerPoint presentation, Dr. Tate and various members of his staff showcased the 

various areas in need of improvement including classroom renovations, replacement furniture, 

urgent maintenance repairs, better landscaping capabilities and equipment, as well as an overall 

need for an increase in funding from Bertie County. 

The Board discussed each area of concern, and commended RCCC for their presence in numbers 

today.   

Vice Chairman Bazemore and Commissioner Wesson both empathized with RCCC’s request, 

but also noted that the County has yet to receive any reimbursement from FEMA for the floods 

sustained to the area during Tropical Storm Julia and Hurricane Matthew.   
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Each Board member expressed their support for RCCC initiatives, and assured Dr. Tate that they 

would review the request for additional funding, but that it was important for the County to 

ensure that each organization is treated fairly after a less than desirable end to the fiscal year.  

Vice Chairman Bazemore noted that just as funding cuts have been made to RCCC from the 

State, the same cuts and loss of revenue is a concern for the County as well.  This will impact 

how the Board approaches the FY2017-2018 budget. 

 

BREAK 

The Board took a brief, 15-minute break before having lunch. 

 

Special Appropriations and Donations – review requests received for FY2017-2018, Part 2 

The Board continued their discussion about the Special Appropriations budget, and how that 

compares to the “outside of the budget cycle” requests for donations.   

Each Commissioner was given an accordion file of each Special Appropriation budget requests 

for funding that was submitted at the end of March. 

These organizations that are included under the Special Appropriations category are RCCC, 

MCC, CADA, Better Beginnings for Bertie’s Children, Visions in View, among several others 

that total approximately 30 organizations. 

County Manager Sauer recommended that due to the decrease in County revenue this year, and 

the lack of the full Medicaid reimbursement mentioned earlier, he recommended that the Board 

refrain from increasing any of the Special Appropriations for the next fiscal year.  It was the 

consensus of the Board to concur with this recommendation. 

He also reminded the Board of the uncertainty still surrounding the budget short fall being 

addressed by the Board of Education. 

 

Relay for Life request – still pending 

County Manager Sauer reminded the Board that they had not yet reached a decision regarding a 

donation for the 2017 Relay for Life event in May. 

There was a lengthy discussion. 

 

45



5 
 

Chairman Trent made a MOTION to repeat last year’s donation of $2,000 to the event.  

Commissioner White SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED in a 3-2 vote with 

Commissioner Lee and Commissioner Wesson voting against.   

Commissioner Wesson clarified that his “nay” vote was only due to his desire for the County to 

adopt a policy about these donation requests being made outside of the normal budget cycle. 

Commissioner Lee stated that she did not believe County tax dollars should be put towards 

donations of any kind, and that she would continue to voting against said donations. 

There was a continued interest in a policy to address these donations and sponsorships that are 

requested outside of the normal budget cycle, and the Board discussed the idea of putting a 

freeze in place that will allow no new donation requests to be submitted.  This would also cap the 

current donation amounts in place per FY2016-2017.   

Chairman Trent made a MOTION to put a freeze in place that will allow no new donation 

requests to be submitted outside the budget cycle, and that the current donation levels for these 

special events be capped and secured in place based on the donation amounts given in the most 

recent budget year.  Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

in a 4-1 vote with Commissioner Lee voting against.   

In closing, Commissioner Lee also requested that the Finance Officer roll these donation 

amounts into separate line items in the upcoming budget proposal so that no further votes will be 

needed on these items. 

 

EMS School Lease – discuss proposed compromise rate of $5,500 per month 

The Board reached a consensus on this item.  No further discussion was needed. 

 

Library lease – update on discussions with shopping center property management 

Regarding the latest information about the temporary library location inside the Food Lion 

Shopping Center, County Manager Sauer reported that Assistant County Attorney, Jonathan 

Huddleston, had submitted his suggested changes, and the property management company had 

just submitted a new copy of the lease.  

The negotiations continue, and more information will be provided to the Board as it is available. 
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QSCB Sinking Fund bidding process – update 

County Manager Sauer stated that the County was currently in the middle of the bid submittal 

period for this project, and that it would be completed within the next 2 weeks. 

 

Indirect Cost Plan – update 

County Manager Sauer reported that the report had been completed and submitted by Finance 

Officer, William Roberson.  He stated that this plan helps secure funding for Bertie DSS. 

 

Review Bid status for 3 water projects which were opened April 18th, and consider bid 

award for Kelford projects.  Two of the projects did not receive of a minimum of three 

bids, and will be re-advertised. 

County Manager Sauer recommended that the Board approve the bid submitted by Herring-

Rivenbark for the Kelford projects as advertised.  The other projects did not receive the 

minimum numbers of bids needed, and will be re-advertised to attract additional bids. 

The bid that the Commissioners are being asked to approve was for the amount of $83,073.50.  

The bid will assist in various Kelford area water system improvements through the NC 

Department of Commerce.   

Commissioner Wesson made a MOTION to accept the bid submitted by Herring-Rivenbark for 

the Kelford water projects.  Commissioner White SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION 

PASSED unanimously.   

 

Discuss other water project developments, e.g. Roquist Pocosin service to poultry farm 

County Manager Sauer informed the Board that the owner of a poultry farm in the Roquist 

Pocosin area has been seeking County water service, and per Board direction, the County was 

asked to inquire about a 20-year service agreement.   

The cost to the County would be $80,000.   

County Manager Sauer clarified that this would come out of the regional water system, utility 

fund.   
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Commissioner Wesson expressed his concerns with setting this kind of precedent for other 

business owners and farmers in the future, and stated that a 20-year service agreement did not 

make sense in this particular situation.   

At this time, a proposal was made to the owner of this particular poultry farm, and that it was 

expected to be signed in the next few weeks.  The owner would be responsible for paying the 

business-commercial water rate. 

Additionally, Chairman Trent asked for County Management to draft a proposed water line 

extension policy to assist in these decisions in the future.   

 

Discuss proposed highway naming designation for Kent Bazemore on NC 308 near Kelford 

as proposed by Norman Cherry 

The County Manager requested that if the Board supported this initiative, County staff could 

draft a resolution to be approved by the Board at an upcoming meeting. 

Commissioner Lee verified if this naming of a piece of highway in honor of Kent Bazemore 

would require any funding from the County, and County Manager Sauer replied that this would 

be covered by NCDOT.   

Vice Chairman Bazemore made a MOTION for County staff to draft a resolution for Board 

approval.  Commissioner Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED 

unanimously.   

 

Review proposed agenda for May 1st 

There was a consensus among the Board to not have a work session prior to the May 1st regular 

meeting at 4:00 PM. 

 

 

ADJOURN 

Vice Chairman Bazemore made a MOTION to ADJOURN the meeting.  Commissioner 

Wesson SECONDED the motion.  The MOTION PASSED unanimously.   
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-3 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Register of Deeds 

 

SUBJECT:  Register of Deeds Fees Report – April 2017  
 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  C-4 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Finance 

 

SUBJECT:  Budget Amendments  
 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-1 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:  Discuss approval of lease for a temporary Lawrence Memorial Library 

location – Food Lion Shopping Center  

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:   

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):   

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  D-2 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Council on Aging 

 

SUBJECT:  Discuss congregate meal bids with Council on Aging Director, Venita Thompson 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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April 25, 2017 

 

To: Bertie County Commissioners  

 

From: Venita Thompson 

 Aging Services Director 

 

Re: Food Service Bid 

 

On Tuesday, April 25, 2017, the Bertie County Council on Aging held a bid opening at the 

Bertie County Manager’s Office.  We only received one bid and it was from Trumps’ 

Restaurant out of Plymouth, NC.  Other food agencies were contacted and told where to 

pick up the package.  It is my understanding that the Heritage House, Granville Restaurant, 

and Trumps’ picked up a package.  The reason for the others not turning the package in is 

unknown.   

 

Therefore, I recommend that we stay with Trumps’ Restaurant for the 2017-18 fiscal year. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Venita C. Thompson 
 

Venita C. Thompson, Director 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:   D-3 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:   Review Closed Session minutes with County Attorney to prepare for release 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 1, 2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM:   D-4 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

 

SUBJECT:   Consider proposed waterline extension policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Discussion requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  No 

 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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Section 30.3 Extension of Water and Sewer Lines Within County. 

(a) BCRWS currently extends service to rural areas by 3 methods: 

1. Capital Projects using Loan & Grants to fund. 

2. Private Development within public rights-of-way or dedicated 
rights-of-way funded by private funds. 

3. Co-operative Projects - between BCRWS and private sector for 
agribusiness, 
commercial and industrial development. The amount of BCRWS funds 
contributed to a co-operative project is guaranteed to repayment to 
BCRWS by the Developer in net tax proceeds from the improved Property 
within the first five years. If the net tax proceeds received within the five 
year period fail to equal the BCRWS's fiscal contribution to the project, the 
Developer shall pay the difference to BCRWS. 

(b) BCRWS proposes to designate, from the Bertie County General Fund and/or the 
Public Utilities Fund, certain restricted annual appropriations for the development 
of water and sewer line extensions within Bertie County. All requests for extensions 
shall be rated on the following point system. 

1. Public Health Severity   (diminished water quality)            40pts. 

2. Cost Feasibility Based Upon Return of Investment             40pts. 

3. Contributed Capital by Individual or Business                       20pts.  

                     (Local $ Required) 

Points Maximum   100 Points 

The responsibility for rating each request will be with the Director of Bertie County 
Department of Public Utilities or the designee of the Director. A minimum score of 
50 points is required in order for the Bertie County Board of Commissioners to 
consider the request. 

Useful life of water mains is generally 50 years.  Most of Bertie County's water 
system is financed with 40 year bonds.  Water main extension that have 25 years 
or less return on investment should earn the total of 40 points.  

Section 30.4 Extensions Outside of County. 
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(a) BCRWS has no responsibility to provide water or sewer service to property located 
outside the County. However, upon request, BCRWS may extend its water or lines to 
serve properties outside the County when it determines that it is in the County's best 
interest to do so. 

(b) Any owner of property outside the County who seeks an extension of BCRWS's 
water system to serve the property shall submit an application for extension to 
BCRWS. The owner shall provide all information BCRWS deems necessary to 
determine whether the requested extension is feasible and in the County's best 
interest. 

(c) The responsibility for, and the entire cost of, extending a water or sewer 
line to serve property outside the County shall be borne by the property 
owner requesting the extension. 
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