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Bertie County is now utilizing Zoom during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Zoom is available to the public to participate during this meeting. 

To call in to our meeting on the phone, use the following information: 

      Phone #: 1-301-715-8592 

Meeting ID: 723 391 6141 

To listen to our meeting online, click or copy and paste this link into your browser: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7233916141 

Questions?  Call the County Manager's Office at 794-5300.
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  BERTIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

May 8, 2023 

Meeting Agenda 

This agenda is only a tentative schedule of matters the Commissioners may address at their meeting and all 

items found on it may be deleted, amended, or deferred.  The Commissioners may also, in their absolute 

discretion, consider matters not shown on this agenda.  

6:00 PM Welcome, Call to Order & Roll Call by Board Chair Ronald Wesson, Commissioners Room, Windsor 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner John Trent 

Public Comments (3-minute limit per speaker) 

 (A) 

*** APPOINTMENTS & REPORTS*** 

(1) Update on A Pecan Pickling Short Film Festival by Dr. Patricia Ferguson

(2) EMS Revenue Update and Revenue Projection by Colleton Software

(3) TGOW Update by Project Consultant Robin Payne

(4) Recommendation of Position Reclassification by HR/Risk Management Director Cortney Ward

(5) Financial Summary by Interim Finance Director/Assistant County Manager David Scarborough

Board Appointments (B) 

 None 

Consent Agenda (C) 

1. Approve Minutes for Open 
Session 4-17-23, Closed 
Session 4-17-23

2. Approve Proclamation 
Recognizing Clerks to the 
Boards of County 
Commissioners’ Week

3. Approve Interlocal 
Agreement with Chowan 
County to Provide Building 
Inspection Service

4. Approve Contract to Audit 
Accounts with Mauldin & 
Jenkins, LLC

5. Approve Engagement 
Letter with Mauldin & 
Jenkins, LLC

6. Approve Budget 
Amendments

***OTHER ITEMS*** 

Discussion Agenda (D) 

1. Request for Permit & 
Inspection Fee Waiver by 
Partners for Bertie County 
Public Schools

2. Manager’s Budget 
Presentation – May 22nd

3. Budget Public Hearing –June 

6th

4. Identify Tentative Dates for 
Commissioners’ Budget Work 

Sessions

Commissioners’ Reports (E) 

County Manager’s Reports (F) 

County Attorney’s Reports (G) 

Public Comments  

(3 minutes per speaker) 

Closed Session 
Pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3)(6) 

Adjourn 
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ITEM ABSTRACT 

MEETING DATE:  May 8, 2023 

SECTION:  Appointments & Reports (A-1 to A-5) 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

TOPICS:   

(1) Update on A Pecan Pickling Short Film Festival by Dr. Patricia Ferguson

(2) EMS Revenue Update and Revenue Projection by Colleton Software

(3) TGOW Update by Project Consultant Robin Payne

(4) Recommendation of Position Reclassification by HR/Risk Management 
Director Cortney Ward

(5) Financial Summary by Interim Finance Director/Assistant County Manager
David Scarborough

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  -- 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  -- 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 
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Request 

Sheriff Tyrone Ruffin has requested a reclassification for one of his currently budgeted deputy positions 

to a Sergeant position.  

 

Justification 

This request is due to the Sheriff’s restructuring of the Bertie County Sheriff’s Office organizational 

chart. This restructuring breaks out four separate patrol shifts. On each shift there would need to be a 

supervising Deputy, which would be the Sergeant.  

The Sheriff’s Office currently has 3 Patrol Sergeants budgeted for and is requesting a fourth Sergeant 

due to the need for adequate supervision of the fourth shift on the scheduling structure.  

 

Fiscal Impact 

This position is currently budgeted at $43,268.40 and the reclassification will result in an increase of 

$360.58, for the remainder of FY 22-23.  Moving forward, the overall salary increase for this 

reclassification would be $2,163.42 annually.  
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COUNTY OF BERTIE
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
FISCAL YEAR 22/23

REVISED Goal 75.0% Prior Year

BUDGET MARCH YTD % YTD % TO DATE
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

REVENUES

PROPERTY TAXES      (12,884,000.00)$    (512,074.26)$                (11,734,286.92)$          91.1% 91.4%

SALES AND OTHER TAXES                             (3,574,060.00)$      (384,713.68)$                (2,125,080.42)$            59.5% 57.4%

UNRESTRICTED INTERGOVERNMENT         (102,000.00)$          (83.86)$                          (79,786.67)$                  78.2% 10.4%

RESTRICTED INTERGOVERNMENT               (1,030,567.00)$      (64,432.51)$                  (706,007.91)$                68.5% 58.6%

PERMITS & FEES                           (4,239,764.00)$      (348,540.24)$                (3,110,829.00)$            73.4% 65.3%

SALES & SERVICES           (61,422.00)$            (3,662.13)$                    (42,123.94)$                  68.6% 8.8%

MISCELLANEOUS                    (170,560.00)$          (12,842.34)$                  (141,550.76)$                83.0% 91.0%

INTEREST EARNED ON INVESTMENTS                                              (10,000.00)$            (29,054.19)$                  (140,270.33)$                1402.7% 8.2%

TRANSFER                                                (2,710,392.00)$      ‐$                               ‐$                               0.0% 0.0%

FUND BALANCE APPROPRIATED      (29,219.00)$            ‐$                               ‐$                               0.0% 0.0%

TRANSFERS TO DEBT SERVICE (2,149,958.00)$      ‐$                               (1,664,405.07)$            77.4% 64.4%

TRANSFERS GEN TO DSS                           (1,554,289.00)$      ‐$                               ‐$                               0.0% 0.0%

DSS                                                                      (3,409,836.00)$      (244,416.58)$                (2,153,495.42)$            63.2% 54.4%

DSS PERMITS & FEES                 (150.00)$                  ‐$                               ‐$                               ‐ ‐
DSS MISCELLANEOUS                  (500.00)$                  (5.00)$                            (3,251.05)$                    650.2% 4.0%

TOTAL REVENUES (31,926,717.00)$    (1,599,824.79)$            (21,901,087.49)$         68.6% 54.2%

EXPENDITURES

GOVERNING BODY                 228,351.00$           16,265.66$                   122,566.28$                 53.7% 79.8%

ADMINISTRATION                 380,657.00$           30,567.32$                   276,516.90$                 72.6% 72.1%

HUMAN RESOURCES                    87,278.00$             6,053.20$                      65,147.99$                   74.6% 75.5%

FINANCE                        302,716.00$           22,047.80$                   192,331.77$                 63.5% 81.5%

TAX LISTING & COLLECTIONS           665,045.00$           59,510.71$                   485,216.02$                 73.0% 76.7%

LEGAL                          120,000.00$           8,696.84$                      75,831.21$                   63.2% 73.7%

COURT FACILITIES               89,000.00$             69.99$                           13,730.13$                   15.4% 30.1%

ELECTIONS                      258,969.00$           11,791.00$                   184,218.99$                 71.1% 68.8%

REGISTER OF DEEDS              368,834.00$           23,051.03$                   238,169.50$                 64.6% 65.5%

PUBLIC BUILDINGS                           941,016.00$           57,913.83$                   651,191.99$                 69.2% 83.9%

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER   314,490.00$           19,038.52$                   242,889.44$                 77.2% 73.1%

SHERIFF                        3,042,314.00$        203,183.16$                 2,055,838.11$              67.6% 75.9%

911 COMMUNICATIONS             621,664.00$           44,169.64$                   387,083.32$                 62.3% 65.0%

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT           559,710.00$           112,688.39$                 414,370.85$                 74.0% 73.0%

EMERGENCY SERVICES             3,099,683.00$        226,102.75$                 2,476,739.11$              79.9% 93.5%

NON‐EMERGENCY TRANSPORT SERVICE 872,147.00$           60,972.76$                   624,872.49$                 71.6% 67.3%

PLANNING/INSPECTIONS           394,879.00$           28,146.65$                   268,614.67$                 68.0% 57.9%

MEDICAL EXAMINER               19,000.00$             2,950.00$                      24,450.00$                   128.7% 62.6%

ANIMAL CONTROL                 209,833.00$           15,967.17$                   142,292.16$                 67.8% 74.2%

SOLID WASTE                    527,780.00$           49,690.85$                   390,498.20$                 74.0% 74.0%

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT        152,013.00$           4,030.00$                      103,818.30$                 68.3% 53.2%

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION          298,960.00$           17,583.89$                   152,138.28$                 50.9% 51.1%

SOIL CONSERVATION              265,875.00$           7,766.85$                      186,730.12$                 70.2% 71.0%

HEALTH DEPARTMENT              112,115.00$           9,051.25$                      81,461.25$                   72.7% 75.8%

VETERAN SERVICES               59,203.00$             5,056.58$                      45,556.03$                   76.9% 5.6%

AID TO AGING/NUTRITION         624,621.00$           37,723.59$                   473,683.24$                 75.8% 58.7%

PARKS & RECREATION                   311,680.00$           23,146.29$                   188,379.25$                 60.4% 68.0%

SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS         6,088,617.00$        477,367.11$                 4,336,808.92$              71.2% 60.3%

TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS              3,784,247.00$        ‐$                               ‐$                               0.0% 0.0%

CONTINGENCY                    ‐$                          ‐$                               ‐$                               ‐ ‐
SOCIAL SERVICES‐ADMINISTATION  3,330,240.00$        227,380.04$                 2,158,507.26$              64.8% 68.0%

SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMS       1,624,935.00$        80,486.33$                   958,809.99$                 59.0% 61.8%

TOTAL DEBT SERVICE                   2,149,958.00$        ‐$                               1,664,405.07$              77.4% 100.0%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 31,905,830.00$     1,888,469.20$             19,682,866.84$           61.7% 54.1%

CASH

Prior Year

March 31, 2023 March 31, 2022

CENTRAL DEPOSIT ACCOUNT ‐ SOUTHERN 2,539,990.28$             2,490,511.00$            

CD'S ‐ SOUTHERN 1,500,000.00$             1,500,000.00$            

NC CAPITAL MANAGEMENT TRUST 7,251,887.68$             4,337,335.76$            

11,291,877.96$           8,327,846.76$            
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COUNTY OF BERTIE
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
FISCAL YEAR 22/23

REVISED Goal 75.0% Prior Year

BUDGET MARCH YTD % YTD % TO DATE

UTILITY FUNDS

DISTRICT ‐ REGIONAL

TOTAL PERMITS & FEES                 (137,200.00)$          (2,887.17)$                    (95,962.71)$                  69.9% 72.5%

TOTAL SALES & SERVICES               (2,540,628.00)$      (194,101.68)$                (2,016,042.33)$            79.4% 90.6%

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS                  (1,500.00)$              (103.32)$                        (12,688.59)$                  845.9% 153.9%

TOTAL OTHER                          (6,000.00)$              ‐$                               ‐$                               0.0% 0.0%

FUND BALANCE APPR. ‐$                          ‐$                               ‐$                               0.0% 0.0%

TOTAL REVENUES (2,685,328.00)$      (197,092.17)$               (2,124,693.63)$            79.1% 77.1%

WATER DISTRICT REG.               TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,685,328.00$       90,569.45$                   1,148,405.58$             42.8% 44.7%

BERTIE PHONE

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS                  (62,000.00)$            (5,457.05)$                    (49,249.90)$                  79.4% 79.0%

FUND BALANCE APPROPRIATED                                                   ‐$                          ‐$                               ‐$                               ‐ ‐
TOTAL REVENUES (62,000.00)$            (5,457.05)$                    (49,249.90)$                  79.4% 79.0%

BERTIE PHONE SYSTEM           EXPENDITURES 62,000.00$             6,848.83$                     41,511.46$                   67.0% 68.8%

                       

REIMBURSABLE PROJECTS

32 ‐ TGOW 354,110.54$           Submitted for reimbursement on 3/20/23
46 ‐ WD IV W/L WATER SYSTEM REPLACEMENT 128,250.00$           Submitted for reimbursement on 1/20/23

‐$                         
482,360.54$          
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ITEM 

ABSTRACT MEETING DATE:  May 8, 2023  

SECTION:  Consent (C-1 to C-6) 

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body 

TOPICS:   

1. Approve Minutes for Open Session 4-17-23, Closed Session 
4-17-23

2. Approve Proclamation Recognizing Clerks to the Boards of 
County Commissioners' Week

3. Approve Interlocal Agreement with Chowan County to Provide 
Building Inspection Service

4. Approve Contract to Audit Accounts with Mauldin & Jenkins, 
LLC

5. Approve Engagement Letter with Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC

6. Approve Budget Amendments

Board of Commissioners 

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  Recommend approval. 

SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDED ACTION(S):  Recommend approval. 

ATTACHMENTS:  Yes, see each particular agenda item.  

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 
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Bertie County Board of Commissioners 
Windsor, North Carolina 

April 17, 2023 
WORK SESSION 

 
The Bertie County Board of Commissioners met for a scheduled Strategic Planning Work Session 
today at 10:00 AM inside the Community Meeting Room, 102 Lancaster Avenue, Windsor, NC. 
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was hosted partially in person, and partially via 
Zoom (conference call). The following members were present or absent: 

 

Present:    Ronald “Ron” Wesson, District I 
      Michael White, District II  
      Corey Ballance, Sr. District III  
      Ronald “Ron” Roberson, District V 

  
 

   Absent:   John Trent, District IV 
   

 
Staff Present:   County Manager Juan Vaughan, II 
    Assistant County Manager David Scarborough 
     

 
Staff Present :   Clerk to the Board LaShonda Cartwright 
    Joseph Wilkes (Zoom) – Information Technology 
    
      

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Wesson called the meeting to order. 

 

INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Commissioner Ballance gave the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve Register of Deeds Fee Report – March 2023 
2. Approve Tax Release Journal- March 2023 
3. Approve Minutes for Regular Meeting 3-20-23, 3-20-23 Closed Session 
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4. Approve Minutes Work Session 4-3-23 Open Session, 4-3-23 Closed Session 
5. Approve Minutes Special Meeting 4-10-23 Open Session, 4-10-23 Closed Session 

Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to APPROVE the Consent Agenda . The 
MOTION was SECONDED by Commissioner Ballance. The MOTION PASSED with a 4-0 
vote. 

 

PRESENTATION OF WATER SHORTAGE RESPONSE PLAN BY WATER 
SUPERINTENDENT RICKEY SPIVEY 

Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to convene as the Water District. The MOTION 
was SECONDED by Commissioner Ballance. The MOTION PASSED with a 4-0 vote. 

Water Superintendent Ricky Spivey explained the purpose of the Water Shortage Response Plan. 

Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to approve the resolution for the Water Shortage 
Response Plan. The MOTION was SECONDED by Commissioner Ballance. The MOTION 
PASSED with a 4-0 vote. 

Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to adjourn as the Water District. The MOTION 
was SECONDED by Commissioner White. The MOTION PASSED with a 4-0 vote. 

 

RECONVENING OF THE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION & REVIEW, TAX 
ADMINISTRATOR JODIE RHEA 

Commissioner Ballance made the MOTION to convene as the Board of Equalization & Review. 
The MOTION was SECONDED by Commissioner Roberson. The MOTION PASSED with a 
4-0 vote. 

Tax Administrator Jodie Rhea stated there were no appeals. 

Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to adjourn as the Board of Equalization. The 
MOTION was SECONDED by Commissioner White. The MOTION PASSED with a 4-0 
vote. 

 

TGOW PHASE I UPDATE & YEAR OF THE TRAIL UPDATE BY ROBIN PAYNE 

Project Consultant Robin Payne provide the Board with an update of the Year of the Trail event, 
which will consist of a three-day celebration on July 21st, 22nd, and 23rd. She stated she would 
provide a follow up at the next meeting. 

Mrs. Payne then provide the Board with an update of Tall Glass of Water. She stated that 
Rodney Tart with Green Engineering had made a site visit and provided them a detailed estimate 
of what the upcoming cost will be. 
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She then provided the Board with a handout that described and explained the duties and needs 
for Tall Glass of Water Phase 1 which include kayak rentals, primitive camping, trail and 
maintenance. 

 

REPORT TO THE PEOPLE PRESENTATION BY BERTIE COUNTY CENTER OF NC 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 

Cooperative Extension Director Billy Barrow provided the Board with a description of what 
Cooperative Extension/4-H  is and the services that it provides. He then introduced the Board to 
his staff members and they  provided the Board with a description of their jobs and the services  
they provide. 

RECESS-LUNCH 

The Board recessed for a 30-minute lunch. 

 
UPDATES ON ADULT & CHILD WELFARE SERVICES BY  

THE NC DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
 

NCDHHS came before the Board to discuss the next steps for  turning the management and 
oversight of Child Welfare Services back over to the  DSS Director. Assistant Secretary Susan 
Osborne stated that Child Welfare Services will  transition back  to the DSS Director  on May 
15, 2023.  She stated that the State would continue to provide guidance and assistance to the 
County to ensure that DSS continues to operate smoothly.  
 
Assistant Secretary Osborne then discussed the $115,000 that the County is responsible for 
paying back  the payment plan options.    She also stated that Bertie County’s advocacy was very 
instrumental in the way the State will handle similar challenges with other counties in the future.   
 

 
FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION ON PAY SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS  

BY HR DIRECTOR CORTNEY WARD 
 
Human Resources & Risk Management Director Cortney Ward provided the Board with an 
update on the pay schedule adjustments for the county employees.  
 
 
 
 After the Board’s discussion of Director Ward’s presentation, the County Manager stated that he 
would include the most feasible option in his recommended budget on May 22nd.  He then stated 
that after the Board has reviewed the budget, it will have the opportunity to make updates to the 
option included as well as the overall budget.   
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CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO NCGS §143-318.11(a)(3)(6) 
 

Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to go into Closed Session. The MOTION was 
SECONDED by Commissioner Roberson. The MOTION PASSED with a 4-0 vote. 
 
 

 
OTHER ITEMS AS NEEDED 

 
There were no other items to discuss. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Commissioner Roberson made the MOTION to adjourn. The MOTION was SECONDED by 
Commissioner White. The MOTION PASSED with a 4-0 vote. 
 
The meeting was then adjourned.  
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Ronald Wesson, Chair 

 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
LaShonda Cartwright, Clerk to the Board 
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NORTH CAROLINA       INTERLOCAL 

CHOWAN COUNTY       AGREEMENT 

 

 

THIS AGREEMENT, TO PROVIDE BUILDING INSPECTION SERVICES, made and entered 

into effective the _____, day of May, 2023, by and between Chowan County, a political 

subdivision of the State of North Carolina, Party of the First Part (and hereinafter referred to as 

CHOWAN) and Bertie County, a political subdivision of the State of North Carolina, Party of the 

Second Part (and hereinafter referred to as BERTIE); 

 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, CHOWAN and BERTIE have agreed to cooperate with each other in order to 

provide building inspection services within the territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE;  

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 160D-1102 authorizes CHOWAN and BERTIE 

to enter into an agreement relating to a county providing inspection services to another county; and 

 

WHEREAS, Part 1 of Article 20 of Chapter 160A of the North Carolina General Statutes 

empowers CHOWAN and BERTIE to enter into an interlocal agreement in order to execute an 

undertaking whereby a unit of local government exercises any power, function, public enterprise, 

right, privilege, or immunity either jointly with or on behalf of another unit of local government; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual benefits, covenants, and 

promises contained herein, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

 

1. In accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement, CHOWAN will 

provide to BERTIE the services of an experienced building inspector in order to provide inspection 

services within the territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE, said building inspector being hereinafter 

referred to as the Assisting Officer.  The Assisting Officer shall be certified in the State of North 

Carolina at least as a Level I Inspector in the trades of Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, and 

21



Electrical, unless otherwise waived in writing by BERTIE.  The inspection services will be provided 

upon request from BERTIE during the term of this Agreement on a schedule mutually agreed upon 

by CHOWAN and BERTIE.    

 

2. BERTIE will pay CHOWAN for the provision of inspection services within the 

territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE by the Assisting Officer at the rate of FORTY-FIVE DOLLARS 

AND 0/100TH CENTS ($45.00) for every hour that the Assisting Officer is providing inspection 

services for BERTIE, and for any time required for conducting or participating in code or statutory 

enforcement proceedings or court proceedings arising from the inspection services provided under 

this Agreement, and for his commuting time in traveling to and from the worksite designated by 

BERTIE and the jurisdiction of CHOWAN. The payment of said hourly rate is the full compensation 

which BERTIE will pay CHOWAN for the provision of inspection services hereunder.  Payment will 

be made within fifteen (15) days after the receipt by BERTIE of an invoice from CHOWAN for the 

inspection services within the territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE by the Assisting Officer provided 

during the previous month.  The total annual compensation to be paid hereunder during the initial 

term, or any renewal term hereunder shall not exceed $__________per any single term without the 

express written consent of the County Manager of BERTIE. 

 

3. While providing inspection services within the territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE, the 

Assisting Officer will have the same authority as building inspectors employed by BERTIE and shall 

be subject to the supervision of the Planning & Inspections Director of BERTIE or designated agent 

thereof. 

 
4. It is understood and agreed that at all times, the Assisting Officer is an employee of 

CHOWAN and is not an employee of BERTIE.  The Assisting Officer shall not receive any 

employee benefits from BERTIE.  CHOWAN shall provide the Assisting Officer employee benefits 

which are regularly provided to its employees pursuant to its policies. 
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5. CHOWAN shall ensure that the Assisting Officer is covered, during the time the 

Assisting Officer is providing inspection services within the territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE, by 

the Workers Compensation insurance which CHOWAN regularly provides to its employees pursuant 

to its policies. 

 

6. Upon request, BERTIE will also pay CHOWAN, in addition to any hourly 

compensation described herein, FIFTY- SIX CENTS ($00.655) per mile travelled by the Assisting 

Officer in any CHOWAN owned vehicle during the performance of this Agreement. 

 

7. BERTIE will hold harmless and indemnify CHOWAN for any claims or damages, 

other than worker’s compensation related claims, resulting from the provision of inspection services 

within the territorial jurisdiction of BERTIE by the Assisting Officer which are within the scope of 

the authority of the Assisting Officer as a building inspector to the fullest extent allowed by law.  

 

8. The term of this Agreement shall be for an initial period of NINE (9) months 

commencing on May 9th, 2023, and terminating on February 28th, 2024, unless sooner terminated 

pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 9.  This Agreement may be extended for additional terms 

upon mutual written agreement of the County Managers of BERTIE and CHOWAN.  

 

9. This Agreement may be terminated by mutual agreement of the parties or by either 

party, at any time, by the provision of at least fifteen (15) days written notice to the other party. 

BERTIE will pay CHOWAN for all services rendered prior to the effective date of termination. 

 

10. All notices, approvals, consents, requests or demands required or permitted to be 

given under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed sufficiently given when 

deposited in the mail, first-class postage prepaid, and addressed to the respective parties as follows: 

      BERTIE COUNTY: 
County Manager 
PO Box 530 
Windsor, NC 27983 
252-794-5300 
 

CHOWAN COUNTY: 
County Manager 
PO Box 1030 
Edenton, NC 27932 
252-482-8431 
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Or to such other addresses as either party shall subsequently designate by notice given in accordance 

with this section. 

 11. This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties. 

12. This Agreement shall be binding upon the successors and assigns of the parties.   

13. The parties will make and execute all further instruments and documents required to 

carry out the purposes and intent of this Agreement. 

14. This Agreement shall not be modified or otherwise amended except in writing signed 

by the parties. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement, in duplicate 

originals, as of the day and year first above written, all pursuant to authority duly granted. 

 

CHOWAN COUNTY 

 

By:       

Kevin Howard, County Manager 

 

      

      BERTIE COUNTY 

 

By:       

          Juan Vaughan, County Manager   

 

 

PRE-AUDIT CERTIFICATION: 

 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by the Local Government Budget and Fiscal 

Control Act. 

 

 

   Date _____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bertie County Finance Director 

  

Account Number  
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The 

of 

and 

and 

for 

Primary Government Unit, together with DPCU (if applicable), hereinafter referred to as Governmental Unit(s) 

Auditor Name 

Auditor Address 

Hereinafter referred to as Auditor 

hereby agree as follows: 

Must be within four months of FYE 

1. The Auditor shall audit all statements and disclosures required by U.S. generally accepted auditing 
standards (GAAS) and additional required legal statements and disclosures of all funds and/or divisions of the 
Governmental Unit(s). The non-major combining, and individual fund statements and schedules shall be 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and an opinion shall 
be rendered in relation to (as applicable) the governmental activities, the business- type activities, the aggregate 
DPCUs, each major governmental and enterprise fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information (non-
major government and enterprise funds, the internal service fund type, and the fiduciary fund types). The basic 
financial statements shall include budgetary comparison information in a budgetary comparison statement, 
rather than as RSI, for the General Fund and any annually budgeted Special Revenue funds.

2. At a minimum, the Auditor shall conduct the audit and render the report in accordance with GAAS. The 
Auditor shall perform the audit in accordance with Government Auditing Standards (GAGAS) if the 
Governmental Unit expended $100,000 or more in combined Federal and State financial assistance during the 
reporting period. The auditor shall perform a Single Audit if required by Title 2 US Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 200 Uniform Administration Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards, 
Subpart F (Uniform Guidance) or the State Single Audit Implementation Act. This audit and all associated audit 
documentation may be subject to review by Federal and State agencies in accordance with Federal and State 
laws, including the staffs of the Office of State Auditor (OSA) and the Local Government Commission (LGC). If 
the audit requires a federal single audit in accordance with the Uniform Guidance (§200.501), it is 
recommended that the Auditor and Governmental Unit(s) jointly agree, in advance of the execution of this 
contract, which party is responsible for submission of the audit and the accompanying data collection form to 
the Federal Audit Clearinghouse as required under the Uniform Guidance (§200.512).

Effective for audits of fiscal years beginning after June 30, 2023, the LGC will allow auditors to consider whether 
a unit qualifies as a State low-risk auditee based upon federal criteria in the Uniform Guidance
§200.520(a), and (b) through (e) as it applies to State awards. In addition to the federal criteria in the Uniform 
Guidance, audits must have been submitted timely to the LGC. If in the reporting year, or in either of the two 
previous years, the unit reported a Financial Performance Indicator of Concern that the audit was late, then

Page 1

Governing Board 

Primary Government Unit 

Discretely Presented Component Unit (DPCU) (if applicable) 

Fiscal Year Ending Date Audit Will Be Submitted to LGC 
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3. If an entity is determined to be a component of another government as defined by the group audit
standards, the entity’s auditor shall make a good faith effort to comply in a timely manner with the requests of
the group auditor in accordance with AU-6 §600.41 - §600.42.

4. This contract contemplates an unmodified opinion being rendered. If during the process of conducting
the audit, the Auditor determines that it will not be possible to render an unmodified opinion on the financial
statements of the unit, the Auditor shall contact the LGC Staff to discuss the circumstances leading to that
conclusion as soon as is practical and before the final report is issued. The audit shall include such tests of the
accounting records and such other auditing procedures as are considered by the Auditor to be necessary in the
circumstances. Any limitations or restrictions in scope which would lead to a qualification should be fully
explained in an attachment to this contract.

5. If this audit engagement is subject to the standards for audit as defined in Government Auditing
Standards, 2018 revision, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, then by accepting this
engagement, the Auditor warrants that he/she has met the requirements for a peer review and continuing
education as specified in Government Auditing Standards. The Auditor agrees to provide a copy of the most
recent peer review report to the Governmental Unit(s) and the Secretary of the LGC prior to the execution of an
audit contract. Subsequent submissions of the report are required only upon report expiration or upon auditor’s
receipt of an updated peer review report. If the audit firm received a peer review rating other than pass, the
Auditor shall not contract with the Governmental Unit(s) without first contacting the Secretary of the LGC for a
peer review analysis that may result in additional contractual requirements.
If the audit engagement is not subject to Government Auditing Standards or if financial statements are not 
prepared in accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and fail to include all 
disclosures required by GAAP, the Auditor shall provide an explanation as to why in an attachment to this 
contract or in an amendment. 

6. It is agreed that time is of the essence in this contract. All audits are to be performed and the report of 
audit submitted to LGC Staff within four months of fiscal year end. If it becomes necessary to amend the audit 
fee or the date that the audit report will be submitted to the LGC, an amended contract along with a written 
explanation of the change shall be submitted to the Secretary of the LGC for approval.

7. It is agreed that GAAS include a review of the Governmental Unit’s (Units’) systems of internal control 
and accounting as same relate to accountability of funds and adherence to budget and law requirements 
applicable thereto; that the Auditor shall make a written report, which may or may not be a part of the written 
report of audit, to the Governing Board setting forth his/her findings, together with his recommendations for 
improvement. That written report shall include all matters defined as “significant deficiencies and material 
weaknesses” in AU-C 265 of the AICPA Professional Standards (Clarified). The Auditor shall file a copy of that 
report with the Secretary of the LGC.

For GAAS or Government Auditing Standards audits, if an auditor issues an AU-C §260 report, commonly 
referred to as “Governance Letter,” LGC staff does not require the report to be submitted unless the auditor 
cites significant findings or issues from the audit, as defined in AU-C §260.12 - .14.  This would include issues 
such as difficulties encountered during the audit, significant or unusual transactions, uncorrected 
misstatements, matters that are difficult or contentious reviewed with those charged with governance, and other 
significant matters.

Page 2 

the report was not submitted timely for State low-risk auditee status. Please refer to "Discussion of Single 
Audits in North Carolina" on the LGC's website for more information. 

If the audit and Auditor communication are found in this review to be substandard, the results of the review 
may be forwarded to the North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners (NC State Board).
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8. All local government and public authority contracts for audit or audit-related work require the
approval of the Secretary of the LGC. This includes annual or special audits, agreed upon procedures
related to internal controls, bookkeeping or other assistance necessary to prepare the Governmental Unit's 
records for audit, financial statement preparation, any finance-related investigations, or any other audit- related 
work in the State of North Carolina. Approval is also required for the Alternative Compliance Examination 
Engagement for auditing the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds
expenditures as allowed by US Treasury. Approval is not required on audit contracts and invoices for
system improvements and similar services of a non-auditing nature.

9. Invoices for services rendered under these contracts shall not be paid by the Governmental Unit(s) until 
the invoice has been approved by the Secretary of the LGC. This also includes any progress billings
[G.S. 159-34 and 115C-447]. All invoices for audit work shall be submitted in PDF format to the Secretary
of the LGC for approval. the invoice marked 'approved' with approval date shall be returned to the Auditor
to present to the Governmental Unit(s) for payment. This paragraph is not applicable to contracts for audits
of hospitals.

10. In consideration of the satisfactory performance of the provisions of this contract, the Governmental
Unit(s) shall pay to the Auditor, upon approval by the Secretary of the LGC if required, the fee, which includes 
any costs the Auditor may incur from work paper or peer reviews or any other quality assurance program 
required by third parties (federal and state grantor and oversight agencies or other organizations)
as required under the Federal and State Single Audit Acts. This does not include fees for any pre-issuance 
reviews that may be required by the NC Association of CPAs (NCACPA) Peer Review Committee or NC State 
Board of CPA Examiners (see Item 13).

11. If the Governmental Unit(s) has/have outstanding revenue bonds, the Auditor shall submit to LGC Staff, 
either in the notes to the audited financial statements or as a separate report, a calculation demonstrating 
compliance with the revenue bond rate covenant. Additionally, the Auditor shall submit to LGC Staff 
simultaneously with the Governmental Unit’s (Units’) audited financial statements any other bond compliance 
statements or additional reports required by the authorizing bond documents, unless otherwise specified in the 
bond documents.

12. After completing the audit, the Auditor shall submit to the Governing Board a written report of audit. This 
report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: (a) Management’s Discussion and Analysis,
(b) the financial statements and notes of the Governmental Unit(s) and all of its component units prepared in
accordance with GAAP, (c) supplementary information requested by the Governmental Unit(s) or required for full
disclosure under the law, and (d) the Auditor’s opinion on the material presented. The Auditor shall furnish the
required number of copies of the report of audit to the Governing Board upon completion.

13. If the audit firm is required by the NC State Board, the NCACPA Peer Review Committee, or the
Secretary of the LGC to have a pre-issuance review of its audit work, there shall be a statement in the
engagement letter indicating the pre-issuance review requirement. There also shall be a statement that the
Governmental Unit(s) shall not be billed for the pre-issuance review. The pre-issuance review shall be performed
prior to the completed audit being submitted to LGC Staff. The pre-issuance review report shall accompany the
audit report upon submission to LGC Staff.
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requesting the return of records. Page 4 

14. The Auditor shall submit the report of audit in PDF format to LGC Staff. For audits of units other than 
hospitals, the audit report should be submitted when (or prior to) submitting the final invoice for services 
rendered. The report of audit, as filed with the Secretary of the LGC, becomes a matter of public record for 
inspection, review and copy in the offices of the LGC by any interested parties. Any subsequent revisions to 
these reports shall be sent to the Secretary of the LGC. These audited financial statements, excluding the 
Auditors’ opinion, may be used in the preparation of official statements for debt offerings by municipal bond 
rating services to fulfill secondary market disclosure requirements of the Securities and Exchange Commission 
and for other lawful purposes of the Governmental Unit(s) without requiring consent of the Auditor. If the LGC 
Staff determines that corrections need to be made to the Governmental Unit’s (Units’) financial statements 
and/or the compliance section, those corrections shall be provided within three business days of notification 
unless another deadline is agreed to by LGC Staff.

15. Should circumstances disclosed by the audit call for a more detailed investigation by the Auditor than 
necessary under ordinary circumstances, the Auditor shall inform the Governing Board in writing of the need for 
such additional investigation and the additional compensation required therefore. Upon approval by the 
Secretary of the LGC, this contract may be modified or amended to include the increased time, compensation, 
or both as may be agreed upon by the Governing Board and the Auditor.
16. If an approved contract needs to be modified or amended for any reason, the change shall be made in 
writing and pre-audited if the change includes a change in audit fee (pre-audit requirement does not apply to 
hospitals). This amended contract shall be completed in full, including a written explanation of the change, 
signed and dated by all original parties to the contract. It shall then be submitted to the Secretary of the LGC for 
approval. No change to the audit contract shall be effective unless approved by the Secretary of the LGC, the 
Governing Board, and the Auditor.

17. A copy of the engagement letter, issued by the Auditor and signed by both the Auditor and the 
Governmental Unit(s), shall be attached to this contract, and except for fees, work, and terms not related to audit 
services, shall be incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein as part of this contract. In case of conflict 
between the terms of the engagement letter and the terms of this contract, the terms of this contract shall take 
precedence. Engagement letter terms that conflict with the contract are deemed to be void unless the conflicting 
terms of this contract are specifically deleted in Item 30 of this contract. Engagement letters containing 
indemnification clauses shall not be accepted by LGC Staff.

18. Special provisions should be limited. Please list any special provisions in an attachment.

19. A separate contract should not be made for each division to be audited or report to be submitted. If a 
DPCU is subject to the audit requirements detailed in the Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act and 
a separate audit report is issued, a separate audit contract is required. If a separate report is not to be issued 
and the DPCU is included in the primary government audit, the DPCU shall be named along with the primary 
government on this audit contract. DPCU Board approval date, signatures from the DPCU Board chairman and 
finance officer also shall be included on this contract.

20. The contract shall be executed, pre-audited (pre-audit requirement does not apply to hospitals), and 
physically signed by all parties including Governmental Unit(s) and the Auditor, then submitted in PDF format to 
the Secretary of the LGC.

21. The contract is not valid until it is approved by the Secretary of the LGC. The staff of the LGC shall notify 
the Governmental Unit and Auditor of contract approval by email. The audit should not be started before the 
contract is approved.

22. Retention of Client Records: Auditors are subject to the NC State Board of CPA Examiners’ Retention of 
Client Records Rule 21 NCAC 08N .0305 as it relates to the provision of audit and other attest services, as well 
as non-attest services. Clients and former clients should be familiar with the requirements of this rule prior to
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All non-attest service(s) being performed by the Auditor that are necessary to perform the audit must be 
identified and included in this contract. The Governmental Unit shall designate an individual with the suitable 
skills, knowledge, and/or experience (SKE) necessary to oversee the services and accept responsibility for 
the results of the services performed. If the Auditor is able to identify an individual with the appropriate SKE, 
s/he must document and include in the audit workpapers how he/she reached that conclusion. If the Auditor 
determines that an individual with the appropriate SKE cannot be identified, the Auditor cannot perform both 
the non-attest service(s) and the audit. See "Fees for Audit Services" page of this contract to disclose the 
person identified as having the appropriate SKE for the Governmental Unit. 
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28. Applicable to audits with fiscal year ends of June 30, 2021 and later.  The auditor shall present the
audited financial statements including any compliance reports to the government unit’s governing body or
audit committee in an official meeting in open session as soon as the audited financial statements are
available but not later than 45 days after the submission of the audit report to the Secretary. The auditor’s
presentation to the government unit’s governing body or audit committee shall include:

a) the description of each finding, including all material weaknesses and significant deficiencies, as
found by the auditor, and any other issues related to the internal controls or fiscal health of the
government unit as disclosed in the management letter, the Single Audit or Yellow Book reports, or
any other communications from the auditor regarding internal controls as required by current auditing
standards set by the Accounting Standards Board or its successor;
b) the status of the prior year audit findings;
c) the values of Financial Performance Indicators based on information presented in the  audited
financial statements; and
d) notification to the governing body that the governing body shall develop a “Response to the
Auditor’s Findings, Recommendations, and Fiscal Matters,” if required under 20 NCAC 03 .0508.

29. Information based on the audited financial statements shall be submitted to the Secretary for the purpose
of identifying Financial Performance Indicators and Financial Performance Indicators of Concern. See 20
NCAC 03 .0502(c)(6).

23. This contract may be terminated at any time by mutual consent and agreement of the Governmental
Unit(s) and the Auditor, provided that (a) the consent to terminate is in writing and signed by both parties,
(b) the parties have agreed on the fee amount which shall be paid to the Auditor (if applicable), and (c) no
termination shall be effective until approved in writing by the Secretary of the LGC.

24. The Governmental Unit’s (Units’) failure or forbearance to enforce, or waiver of, any right or an event 
of breach or default on one occasion or instance shall not constitute the waiver of such right, breach or 
default on any subsequent occasion or instance.

25. There are no other agreements between the parties hereto and no other agreements relative hereto 
that shall be enforceable unless entered into in accordance with the procedure set out herein and approved 
by the Secretary of the LGC.
26. E-Verify. Auditor shall comply with the requirements of NCGS Chapter 64 Article 2. Further, if Auditor 
utilizes any subcontractor(s), Auditor shall require such subcontractor(s) to comply with the requirements of 
NCGS Chapter 64, Article 2.

27. Applicable to audits with fiscal year ends of June 30, 2020 and later. For all non-attest services, 
the Auditor shall adhere to the independence rules of the AICPA Professional Code of Conduct and 
Government Auditing Standards, 2018 Revision (as applicable). Financial statement preparation assistance 
shall be deemed a “significant threat” requiring the Auditor to apply safeguards sufficient to reduce the threat 
to an acceptable level. If the Auditor cannot reduce the threats to an acceptable level, the Auditor cannot 
complete the audit. If the Auditor is able to reduce the threats to an acceptable level, the documentation of 
this determination, including the safeguards applied, must be included in the audit workpapers.
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30. All of the above paragraphs are understood and shall apply to this contract, except the following
numbered paragraphs shall be deleted (See Item 17 for clarification).

31. The process for submitting contracts, audit reports and invoices is subject to change. Auditors and
units should use the submission process and instructions in effect at the time of submission. Refer to the
N.C. Department of State Treasurer website at https://www.nctreasurer.com/state-and-local-
government-finance-division/local-government-commission/submitting-your-audit

32. All communications regarding audit contract requests for modification or official approvals will be sent
to the email addresses provided on the signature pages that follow.

33. Modifications to the language and terms contained in this contract form (LGC-205) are not allowed.
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FEES FOR AUDIT SERVICES 

1. For all non-attest services, the Auditor shall adhere to the independence rules of the AICPA Professional 
Code of Conduct (as applicable) and Government Auditing Standards,2018 Revision. Refer to Item 27 of 
this contract for specific requirements. The following information must be provided by the Auditor; contracts 
presented to the LGC without this information will be not be approved.
Financial statements were prepared by: Auditor Governmental Unit Third Party 

If applicable: Individual at Governmental Unit designated to have the suitable skills, knowledge, and/or 
experience (SKE) necessary to oversee the  non-attest  services  and  accept  responsibility  for  the 
results of these services:      
 Name:   Title and Unit / Company:    Email Address: 

2. Fees may not be included in this contract for work performed on Annual Financial Information Reports
(AFIRs), Form 990s, or other services not associated with audit fees and costs. Such fees may be included in the
engagement letter but may not be included in this contract or in any invoices requiring approval of the LGC. See
Items 8 and 13 for details on other allowable and excluded fees.

3. The audit fee information included in the table below for both the Primary Government Fees and the DPCU
Fees (if applicable) should be reported as a specific dollar amount of audit fees for the year under this contract. If
any language other than an amount is included here, the contract will be returned to the audit form for correction.

4. Prior to the submission of the completed audited financial report and applicable compliance reports subject to
this contract, or to an amendment to this contract (if required) the Auditor may submit interim invoices for
approval for services rendered under this contract to the Secretary of the LGC, not to exceed 75% of the billings
for the unit's last annual audit that was submitted to the Secretary of the LGC.  All invoices for services rendered
in an audit engagement as defined in 20 NCAC .0503 shall be submitted to the Commission for approval before
any payment is made. Payment before approval is a violation of law. (This paragraph not applicable to contracts
and invoices associated with audits of hospitals).

PRIMARY GOVERNMENT FEES
Primary Government Unit 

Audit Fee $ 

Additional Fees Not Included in Audit Fee: 

Fee per Major Program $ 

Writing Financial Statements $ 
All Other Non-Attest Services $ 

DPCU FEES (if applicable) 
Discretely Presented Component Unit 

Audit Fee $ 

Additional Fees Not Included in Audit Fee: 

Fee per Major Program $ 

Writing Financial Statements $ 

All Other Non-Attest Services $ 
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 OR Not Applicable  (Identification of SKE Individual on the LGC-205 Contract is not applicable for 
GAAS-only audits or audits with FYEs prior to June 30, 2020.)
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

AUDIT FIRM 

Audit Firm* 

Authorized Firm Representative (typed or printed)* Signature* 

Date* Email Address* 

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT 

Governmental Unit* 

Date Primary Government Unit Governing Board Approved Audit Contract* 
(G.S.159-34(a) or G.S.115C-447(a))

Mayor/Chairperson (typed or printed)* Signature* 

Date Email Address 

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or “NA”) Signature 

Date Email Address 

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT – PRE-AUDIT CERTIFICATE

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1).
Not applicable to hospital contracts. 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by The Local Government Budget and Fiscal 
Control Act or by the School Budget and Fiscal Control Act. 

Primary Governmental Unit Finance Officer* (typed or printed) Signature* 

Date of Pre-Audit Certificate* Email Address* 
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SIGNATURE PAGE – DPCU 
(complete only if applicable) 

DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNIT 

DPCU* 

Date DPCU Governing Board Approved Audit 
Contract* (Ref: G.S. 159-34(a) or G.S. 115C-447(a)) 
DPCU Chairperson (typed or printed)* Signature* 

Date* Email Address* 

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or “NA”) Signature 

Date Email Address 

DPCU  – PRE-AUDIT CERTIFICATE 

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1).
Not applicable to hospital contracts. 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by The Local Government Budget and Fiscal 
Control Act or by the School Budget and Fiscal Control Act. 

DPCU Finance Officer (typed or printed)* Signature* 

Date of Pre-Audit Certificate* Email Address* 

Remember to print this form, and obtain all 
required signatures prior to submission.
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4208 SIX FORKS ROAD, SUITE 1000 • RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27609 • 833-818-0406 • www.mjcpa.com 

MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 1, 2023 

 
Chair and Members of the Board of 
    County Commissioners 
Bertie County, North Carolina 
106 Dundee St #104 
Windsor, North Carolina 27983 
 
Attn:  Juan Vaughan II, County Manager and David Scarborough, Asst. County Manager 
 
We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the services we are to provide Bertie County, 
North Carolina (the County) for the year ended June 30, 2023.   
 
Audit Scope and Objectives 
We will audit the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, 
the discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 
information, including the disclosures, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements, 
of Bertie County, North Carolina as of and for the year then ended.  These statements will include 
the budgetary comparison information for the General Fund.  We will obtain and place reliance on 
the report of other auditors for the Bertie County Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (“ABC 
Board”), a discretely presented component unit of the County Accounting standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America (GAAP) provide for certain required supplementary 
information (RSI), such as management’s discussion and analysis (MD&A), to supplement the 
County’s basic financial statements.  Such information, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be 
an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic, or historical context.  As part of our engagement, we will apply certain 
limited procedures to the County’s RSI in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America (GAAS).  These limited procedures will consist of inquiries of 
management regarding the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information 
for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and 
other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements.  We will not 
express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do 
not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.  The 
following RSI is required by GAAP and will be subjected to certain limited procedures, but will 
not be audited: 
 

1. Management’s Discussion and Analysis (MD&A). 
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2. Schedule of the County’s Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability for the Local 
Governmental Employees’ Retirement System (LGERS). 

3. Schedule of County’s Contributions to LGERS. 
4. Schedule of Changes in the Total Pension Liability for the Law Enforcement Officers’ 

Special Separation Allowance (LEOSSA). 
5. Schedule of Total Pension Liability as a Percentage of Covered Payroll – LEOSSA. 
6. Schedule of the County’s Proportionate Share of the Net Pension (Asset) for the Register of 

Deeds’ Supplemental Pension Fund (RODSPF). 
7. Schedule of County’s Contributions to RODSPF. 
8. Schedule of Changes in the County’s Total OPEB Liability and Related Ratios. 
 

We have also been engaged to report on supplementary information other than RSI that 
accompanies the County’s financial statements.  We will subject the following supplementary 
information to the auditing procedures applied in our audit of the financial statements and certain 
additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial 
statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with GAAS and will provide 
an opinion on it in relation to the financial statements as a whole: 
 

1. Schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards. 
2. Combining and individual fund statements and schedules. 
3. Schedules of revenues and expenditures – budget and actual (non-GAAP). 
4. Other schedules which includes: 

a. General fund schedule of ad valorem taxes receivable. 
b. County-wide levy analysis of current tax levy. 
c. Schedule of ten largest taxpayers. 

 
The objectives of our audit are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and issue 
an auditor’s report that includes our opinions about whether your financial statements are fairly 
presented, in all material respects, in conformity with GAAP, and report on the fairness of the 
supplementary information referred to in the second paragraph when considered in relation to the 
financial statements as a whole.  Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not 
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
GAAS and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it 
exists.  Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would 
influence the judgment of a reasonable user made based on the financial statements.   
 
The objectives also include reporting on -  
 

 Internal control over financial reporting and compliance with provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and award agreements, noncompliance with which could have a 
material effect on the financial statements in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards.  
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 Internal control over compliance related to major programs and an opinion (or disclaimer 
of opinion) on compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions 
of federal awards that could have a direct and material effect on each major program in 
accordance with the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 and Title 2 U.S. Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) and the State 
of North Carolina Single Audit Implementation Act (State Single Audit Act). 

 
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements and Single Audit 
We will conduct our audit in accordance with GAAS; the standards for financial audits contained 
in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; the 
Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996; and the provisions of the Uniform Guidance and the State 
Single Audit Act, and will include tests of accounting records, a determination of major program(s) 
in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Act, and other procedures we 
consider necessary to enable us to express such opinions.  As part of an audit in accordance with 
GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we will exercise professional judgment and maintain 
professional skepticism throughout the audit.  
 
We will evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management.  We will also evaluate the overall 
presentation of the financial statements, including the disclosures, and determine whether the 
financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair 
presentation.  We will plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial statements are free of material misstatement, whether from (1) errors, (2) fraudulent 
financial reporting, (3) misappropriation of assets, or (4) violations of laws or governmental 
regulations that are attributable to the government or to acts by management or employees acting 
on behalf of the government. Because the determination of waste and abuse is subjective, 
Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors to perform specific procedures to detect 
waste or abuse in financial audits nor do they expect auditors to provide reasonable assurance of 
detecting waste or abuse. 
 
Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal 
control, and because we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is an 
unavoidable risk that some material misstatements or noncompliance may not be detected by us, 
even though the audit is properly planned and performed in accordance with GAAS and 
Government Auditing Standards.  In addition, an audit is not designed to detect immaterial 
misstatements or violations of laws or governmental regulations that do not have a direct and 
material effect on the financial statements or on major programs.  However, we will inform the 
appropriate level of management of any material errors, any fraudulent financial reporting or 
misappropriation of assets that come to our attention.  We will also inform the appropriate level of 
management of any violations of laws or governmental regulations that come to our attention, 
unless clearly inconsequential.  We will include such matters in the reports required for a Single 
Audit.  Our responsibility as auditors is limited to the period covered by our audit and does not 
extend to any later periods for which we are not engaged as auditors. 
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We will also conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or 
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the government’s ability to 
continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time. 
 
Our procedures will include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded 
in the accounts, tests of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of receivables 
and certain other assets and liabilities by correspondence with selected individuals, funding 
sources, creditors, and financial institutions.  We will request written representations from your 
attorneys as part of the engagement, and they may bill you for responding to this inquiry.   
 
We plan to obtain and place reliance on the report of other auditors for the Bertie County ABC 
Board, a discretely presented component unit of the County, assuming that our communications 
with the other auditors and review of their audit report and the financial statements of the Bertie 
County ABC Board provide sufficient and appropriate audit evidence on which to base our overall 
opinion on the aggregate discretely presented component unit. 
 
We have identified the following significant risk of material misstatement as part of our audit 
planning: 
 

1. Management’s override of internal controls. 
 
Audit Procedures—Internal Control 
We will obtain an understanding of the government and its environment, including internal control 
relevant to the audit, sufficient to identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the 
financial statements, whether due to error or fraud, and to design and perform audit procedures 
responsive to those risks and obtain evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinions.  The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher 
than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentation, or the override of internal control.  Tests of controls may be performed to test 
the effectiveness of certain controls that we consider relevant to preventing and detecting errors 
and fraud that are material to the financial statements and to preventing and detecting 
misstatements resulting from illegal acts and other noncompliance matters that have a direct and 
material effect on the financial statements.  Our tests, if performed, will be less in scope than would 
be necessary to render an opinion on internal control and, accordingly, no opinion will be 
expressed in our report on internal control issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards. 
 
As required by the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Act, we will perform tests of controls 
over compliance to evaluate the effectiveness of the design and operation of controls that we 
consider relevant to preventing or detecting material noncompliance with compliance 
requirements applicable to each major federal award program.  However, our tests will be less in 
scope than would be necessary to render an opinion on those controls and, accordingly, no opinion 
will be expressed in our report on internal control issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance and 
State Single Audit Act.  
 
An audit is not designed to provide assurance on internal control or to identify significant 
deficiencies or material weaknesses.  Accordingly, we will express no such opinion.  However, 
during the audit, we will communicate to management and those charged with governance internal 
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control related matters that are required to be communicated under AICPA professional standards, 
Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance.  
 
Audit Procedures—Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, we will perform tests of the County’s compliance with provisions of 
applicable laws, regulations, contracts and agreements, including grant agreements.  However, the 
objective of those procedures will not be to provide an opinion on overall compliance and we will 
not express such an opinion in our report on compliance issued pursuant to Government Auditing 
Standards. 
 
The Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Act requires that we also plan and perform the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the auditee has complied with federal statutes, 
regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal awards applicable to major programs.  Our 
procedures will consist of tests of transactions and other applicable procedures described in the 
OMB Compliance Supplement and the Audit Manual for Governmental Auditors in North Carolina 
for the types of compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of 
the County’s major programs.  For federal and/or state programs that are included in the Federal 
or State Compliance Supplements, our compliance and internal control procedures will relate to 
the compliance requirements that the Federal or State Compliance Supplement identifies as being 
subject to audit.  The purpose of these procedures will be to express an opinion on the County's 
compliance with requirements applicable to each of its major programs in our report on compliance 
issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Act.  
 
Other Services 
We will also assist in preparing the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal and 
state awards, and related notes of the County in conformity with U.S. generally accepted 
accounting principles and the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Act based on information 
provided by you.  These nonaudit services do not constitute an audit under Government Auditing 
Standards and such services will not be conducted in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards.  We will perform these services in accordance with applicable professional standards.  
The other services are limited to the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal and 
state awards, and related notes services previously defined.  We, in our sole professional 
judgement, reserve the right to refuse to perform any procedure or take any action that could be 
construed as assuming management responsibilities.  
 
Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements and Single Audit 
Our audit will be conducted on the basis that you acknowledge and understand your responsibility 
for (1) designing, implementing, establishing, and maintaining effective internal controls relevant 
to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, including internal controls over federal awards, and 
for evaluating and monitoring ongoing activities, to help ensure that appropriate goals and 
objectives are met; (2) following laws and regulations; (3) ensuring that there is reasonable 
assurance that government programs are administered in compliance with compliance 
requirements; and (4) ensuring that management and financial information is reliable and properly 
reported.  Management is also responsible for implementing systems designed to achieve 
compliance with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements.  You are also 
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responsible for the selection and application of accounting principles; for the preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards, and 
all accompanying information in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America; and for compliance with applicable laws and regulations (including 
federal statutes) and the provisions of contracts and grant agreements (including award 
agreements).  Your responsibilities also include identifying significant contractor relationships in 
which the contractor has responsibility for program compliance and for the accuracy and 
completeness of that information. 
 
You are also responsible for making drafts of financial statements, schedule of expenditures of 
federal and state awards, all financial records and related information available to us and for the 
accuracy and completeness of that information (including information from outside of the general 
and subsidiary ledgers).  You are also responsible for providing us with (1) access to all 
information of which you are aware that is relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial statements, such as records, documentation, identification of all related parties and all 
related-party relationships and transactions, and other matters (2) access to personnel, accounts, 
books, records, supporting documentation, and other information as needed to perform an audit 
under the Uniform Guidance, (3) additional information that we may request for the purpose of 
the audit, and (4) unrestricted access to persons within the government from whom we determine 
it necessary to obtain audit evidence.  At the conclusion of our audit, we will require certain written 
representations from you about the financial statements; schedule of expenditures of federal and 
state awards; federal award programs; state award programs; compliance with laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements; and related matters. 
 
Your responsibilities include adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements 
and confirming to us in the management representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected 
misstatements aggregated by us during the current engagement and pertaining to the latest period 
presented are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements of each 
opinion unit taken as a whole. 
 
You are responsible for the design and implementation of programs and controls to prevent and 
detect fraud, and for informing us about all known or suspected fraud affecting the government 
involving (1) management, (2) employees who have significant roles in internal control, and (3) 
others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial statements. Your 
responsibilities include informing us of your knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected 
fraud affecting the government received in communications from employees, former employees, 
grantors, regulators, or others.  In addition, you are responsible for identifying and ensuring that 
the government complies with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, agreements, and grants. You 
are also responsible for taking timely and appropriate steps to remedy fraud and noncompliance 
with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements that we report.  Additionally, 
as required by the Uniform Guidance and State Single Audit Act, it is management's responsibility 
to evaluate and monitor noncompliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and 
conditions of federal and state awards; take prompt action when instances of noncompliance are 
identified including noncompliance identified in audit findings; promptly follow up and take 
corrective action on reported audit findings; and to prepare a summary schedule of prior audit 
findings and a separate corrective action plan. The summary schedule of prior audit findings should 
be available for our review subsequent to the start of fieldwork. 
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With regard to an exempt offering document with which Mauldin & Jenkins is not involved, you 
agree to clearly indicate in the exempt offering document that Mauldin & Jenkins is not involved 
with the contents of such offering document.  In the event that Mauldin & Jenkins is requested to 
be involved with an exempt offering document, you agree that the aforementioned auditor’s report 
or reference to Mauldin & Jenkins will not be included without our prior permission or consent.  
Furthermore, any agreement to perform work in connection with an exempt offering document, 
including an agreement to provide permission or consent, will be a separate engagement. 
 
You are responsible for identifying all federal and state awards received and understanding and 
complying with the compliance requirements and for the preparation of the schedule of 
expenditures of federal and state awards (including notes and noncash assistance received, and 
COVID-19 related concepts, such as lost revenues, if applicable) in conformity with the Uniform 
Guidance.  You agree to include our report on the schedule of expenditures of federal and state 
awards in any document that contains and indicates that we have reported on the schedule of 
expenditures of federal and state awards.   You also agree to include the audited financial 
statements with any presentation of the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards that 
includes our report thereon or make the audited financial statements readily available to intended 
users of the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards no later than the date the schedule 
of expenditures of federal and state awards is issued with our report thereon.  Your responsibilities 
include acknowledging to us in the written representation letter that (1) you are responsible for 
presentation of the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards in accordance with the 
Uniform Guidance; (2) you believe the schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards, 
including its form and content, is stated fairly in accordance with the Uniform Guidance; (3) the 
methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the prior period (or, 
if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) you have disclosed to us any 
significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the 
schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards. 
 
You are also responsible for the preparation of the other supplementary information, which we 
have been engaged to report on, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.  
You agree to include our report on the supplementary information in any document that contains 
and indicates that we have reported on the supplementary information.  You also agree to include 
the audited financial statements with any presentation of the supplementary information that 
includes our report thereon or make the audited financial statements readily available to users of 
the supplementary information no later than the date the supplementary information is issued with 
our report thereon. Your responsibilities include acknowledging to us in the written representation 
letter that (1) you are responsible for presentation of the supplementary information in accordance 
with GAAP; (2) you believe the supplementary information, including its form and content, is 
fairly presented in accordance with GAAP; (3) the methods of measurement or presentation have 
not changed from those used in the prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such 
changes): and (4) you have disclosed to us any significant assumptions or interpretations 
underlying the measurement or presentation of the supplementary information.   
 
Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining a process for tracking the status of 
audit findings and recommendations.  Management is also responsible for identifying and 
providing report copies of previous financial audits, attestation engagements, performance audits 
or other studies related to the objectives discussed in the Audit Scope and Objectives section of 
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this letter.  This responsibility includes relaying to us corrective actions taken to address significant 
findings and recommendations resulting from those audits, attestation engagements, performance 
audits, or studies.  You are also responsible for providing management’s views on our current 
findings, conclusions, and recommendations, as well as your planned corrective actions, for the 
report, and for the timing and format for providing that information. 
 
With regard to the electronic dissemination of audited financial statements, including financial 
statements published electronically on your website, you understand that electronic sites are a 
means to distribute information and, therefore, we are not required to read the information 
contained in these sites or to consider the consistency of other information in the electronic site 
with the original document. 
 
You agree to assume all management responsibilities relating to the financial statements, schedule 
of expenditures of federal and state awards, related notes, and any other nonaudit services we 
provide. You will be required to acknowledge in the management representation letter our 
assistance with preparation of the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal and 
state awards, and related notes and that you have reviewed and approved the financial statements, 
schedule of expenditures of federal and state awards, and related notes prior to their issuance and 
have accepted responsibility for them.  You agree to oversee the nonaudit services by designating 
an individual, preferably from senior management, who possesses suitable skill, knowledge, or 
experience; evaluate the adequacy and results of those services; and accept responsibility for them.   
 
You acknowledge Bertie County, North Carolina will not utilize Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC to store 
documents, data, or records on behalf of the County in accordance with the “Hosting Services” 
(see ET section 1.295.143) interpretation of the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct.  The 
County is solely responsible for maintaining its own data and records. 
 
In that regard, SuraLink is used solely as a method of transferring data to Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC 
and is not intended for the storage of the County’s information.  All information you will provide 
through SuraLink is a copy and you will maintain original documents and data as part of your 
records.   
 
Engagement Administration, Fees, and Other 
We understand that your employees will prepare all cash or other confirmations we request and 
will locate any documents selected by us for testing. 
 
At the conclusion of the engagement, we will complete the appropriate sections of the Data 
Collection Form that summarizes our audit findings.  It is management’s responsibility to 
electronically submit the reporting package (including financial statements, schedule of 
expenditures of federal and state awards, summary schedule of prior audit findings, auditors’ 
reports, and corrective action plan) along with the Data Collection Form to the federal audit 
clearinghouse.  We will coordinate with you the electronic submission and certification.  The Data 
Collection Form and the reporting package must be submitted within the earlier of 30 calendar 
days after receipt of the auditors’ reports or nine months after the end of the audit period.   
 
We will provide copies of our reports to the County; however, management is responsible for 
distribution of the reports and financial statements.  Unless restricted by law or regulation, or 
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containing privileged and confidential information, copies of our reports are to be made available 
for public inspection. 
 
The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Mauldin & Jenkins and constitutes 
confidential information. However, subject to applicable laws and regulations, audit 
documentation and appropriate individuals will be made available upon request and in a timely 
manner to North Carolina Local Government Commission or its designee, a federal agency 
providing direct or indirect funding, or the U.S. Government Accountability Office for purposes 
of a quality review of the audit, to resolve audit findings, or to carry out oversight responsibilities. 
We will notify you of any such request. If requested, access to such audit documentation will be 
provided under the supervision of Mauldin & Jenkins personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we 
may provide copies of selected audit documentation to the aforementioned parties. These parties 
may intend, or decide, to distribute the copies or information contained therein to others, including 
other governmental agencies.   
 
The audit documentation for this engagement will be retained for a minimum of five years after 
the report release date or for any additional period requested by a regulatory body.  If we are aware 
that a federal awarding agency, pass-through entity, or auditee is contesting an audit finding, we 
will contact the party (ies) contesting the audit finding for guidance prior to destroying the audit 
documentation. 
 
We expect to begin our audit on approximately June 1, 2023 and to issue our reports no later than 
December 1, 2023.  Timothy M. Lyons is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising 
the engagement and signing the reports or authorizing another individual to sign them.  Our fee 
for these services will be $90,000 for the year ended June 30, 2023.  As it relates to the Single 
Audit, this fee includes consideration  for performance (and required reporting thereof) for up to 
three (3) major federal or State of North Carolina programs. If additional major programs are 
required, additional fees will be billed at our standard hourly rates.  For planning and budgeting 
purposes, we estimate the fee for each additional major program will range from $7,000 to 
$10,000, depending on the complexity of the program and the number of compliance requirements 
we are required to test by the applicable federal agency and/or state of North Carolina department. 
Our hourly rates vary according to the degree of responsibility involved and the experience level 
of the personnel assigned to your audit.  Our invoices for these fees will be rendered as work 
progresses and are payable upon presentation.  The above fees are based on anticipated cooperation 
from your personnel (including complete and timely receipt by us of the information on the 
respective client participation listings) and the assumption that unexpected circumstances 
(including scope changes) will not be encountered during the audit.  If significant additional time 
is necessary, we will discuss it with management and arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur 
the additional costs. 
 
As a result of our prior or future services to you, we might be requested or required to provide 
information or documents to you or a third party in a legal, administrative, arbitration, or similar 
proceeding in which we are not a party.  If this occurs, our efforts in complying with such requests 
will be deemed billable to you as a separate engagement. We shall be entitled to compensation for 
our time and reasonable reimbursement for our expenses (including legal fees) in complying with 
the request.  For all requests we will observe the confidentiality requirements of our profession 
and will notify you promptly of the request.   
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Reporting 
We will issue written reports upon completion of our Single Audit.  Our reports will be addressed 
to the Members of the County Commissioners for Bertie County, North Carolina.  We cannot 
provide assurance that unmodified opinions will be expressed.  Circumstances may arise in which 
our report may differ from its expected form and content based on the results of our audit.  
Depending on the nature of these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to modify our opinions 
or add emphasis-of-matter or other-matter paragraphs to our auditor’s report, or if necessary, 
withdraw from this engagement.  If our opinions on the financial statements or the Single Audit 
compliance opinions are other than unmodified, we will discuss the reasons with you in advance.  
If, for any reason, we are unable to complete the audit or are unable to form or have not formed 
opinions, we may decline to express opinions or to issue reports, or may withdraw from this 
engagement. 
 
The Government Auditing Standards report on internal control over financial reporting and on 
compliance and other matters will state (1) that the purpose of the report is solely to describe the 
scope of testing of internal control and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide 
an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control or on compliance, and (2) that the 
report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards 
in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. The Uniform Guidance report on 
internal control over compliance will state that the purpose of the report on internal control over 
compliance is solely to describe the scope of testing of internal control over compliance and the 
results of that testing based on the requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Both reports will state 
that the report is not suitable for any other purpose. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to Bertie County, North Carolina and believe this 
letter accurately summarizes the significant terms of our engagement.  If you have any questions, 
please let us know.  If you agree with the terms of our engagement as described in this letter, please 
sign below and return it to us. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

MAULDIN & JENKINS, LLC 
 
 
 

Timothy M. Lyons 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of the Bertie County, North Carolina 
 
 
By:   
 
Title:   
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ITEM ABSTRACT 

MEETING DATE:  May 8, 2023 

SECTION:  Discussion  

DEPARTMENT:  Governing Body (D-1 to D-4) 

TOPIC(S):   

1. Request for Permit & Inspection Fee Waiver by Partners 
for Bertie County Public Schools

2. Manager's Budget Presentation - May 22nd

3. Budget Public Hearing - June 6th

4. Identify Tentative Dates for Commissioner's Budget 
Work Session

COUNTY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION OR COMMENTS:  

 SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM AND/OR NEEDEDACTION(S):  --  

ATTACHMENTS: Yes

LEGAL REVIEW PENDING:  N/A 

ITEM HISTORY:  --- 

Board of Commissioners 
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