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BERTIE COUNTY’S POTENTIAL DISCOVERED BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY 

TAX VALUE IS ESTIMATED AT $92,000,000; COUNTY STRIVES FOR EQUITY AND 

FAIRNESS AMONG TAX PAYERS 

At its most recent regular meeting on March 2, 2015, the Bertie County Board of Commissioners 

heard a report from Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea, regarding his departments’ efforts to work 

with all business owners in Bertie County to verify that equipment and business personal property 

is appropriately listed for taxes and depreciation purposes.   

One of the most important ways to avoid having to increase taxes in the County is to make sure 

that all taxable property is listed and taxed accordingly, in compliance with North Carolina 

General Statutes.  

In March 2014, the Bertie County Board of Commissioners reviewed its second of two proposals 

for review and verification of business personal property listings.   

County Tax Services, Inc., the firm ultimately selected for the job, presented highlights of its 

success in counties around the region where they were previously engaged.   

For example, in Hertford County the total discovered assessed value by CTS, Inc. was $27,085,462 

yielding an estimated $227,520 in new revenue based on the tax rate of 84 cents.   

In Gates County, the discovered assessed value was $31,364,365 and the additional tax levy was 

$200,730 based on 64 cents.   

Additionally, in Chowan County, the discovered assessed value was $67,587,911 and the 

estimated new revenue was $462,977 based on a tax rate of 68.5 cents. 

North Carolina’s tax code is “ad valorem” based which is Latin for the term “of value.”   

The North Carolina General Assembly has determined that the individual or business property tax 

burden should be determined by listing the amount of value for the property owned by each 

taxpayer, and the current verification process is focused on improving the accuracy of the business 

listings in Bertie County.   

 

 BERTIE COUNTY 
106 DUNDEE STREET  

POST OFFICE BOX 530 

WINDSOR, NORTH CAROLINA 

27983 

(252) 794-5300 

FAX: (252) 794-5327 

WWW.CO.BERTIE.NC.US 

 

BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 
 

RONALD “RON” WESSON, Chairman 

TAMMY A. LEE, Vice-Chairman 

JOHN TRENT  

ERNESTINE (BYRD) BAZEMORE 

STEWART WHITE 
 

mailto:jodi.rhea@bertie.nc.gov


 

One point of confusion for some taxpayers is the type of business personal property which must be 

listed.   

For example, in addition to equipment such as machinery, furniture, or computers—certain 

business supply items must be listed such as office, maintenance, and janitorial supplies.  

Barber and beauty supplies are to be listed for salons and barbershops.  Fuels held for business use, 

replacement parts, and spare parts are required by the State for listing.  Leasehold equipment is 

another example, and most commonly noted are fuel pump canopies at gas stations with a logo for 

BP, Exxon, and so on and so forth. 

Chairman Ronald “Ron” Wesson recently commented, “[that] in our effort to avoid having to raise 

the property tax rate this past year and looking forward, the Board has worked extensively with our 

new Tax Administrator, Jodie Rhea, to insure that all taxable property is accurately listed and on 

the tax books.”   

Likewise, many citizens have experienced the recent changeover with the NC Department of 

Motor Vehicles and the fact that taxes must be paid with annual vehicle registration, resulting in 

significant new revenue as it was discovered that many cars were not properly registered.  

Each January, North Carolina General Statutes provide an opportunity for taxpayers to voluntarily 

list business personal property.  

A copy of the standardized North Carolina listing form is attached with this release, and citizens 

should note that the “County” space is blank, so that the taxpayer or accountant can identify the 

appropriate jurisdiction.  

Many businesses operate in multiple counties such as banks, convenience stores, gas stations, 

farming operations, and general contractors.   

The local tax assessor is charged with the duty “to see that all property not listed during the regular 

listing period be listed, assessed, and taxed” as required by NC General Statutes.   

Many counties are not adequately staffed to perform the listing verification function and contract 

out for this service. 

Over 900 businesses are listed with the Bertie County Tax Office, and since the contract with CTS, 

Inc. was approved in June 2014, 104 businesses have participated in the business personal property 

review and verification process.   

Mr. Johnny Bailey with CTS reported to the Board that “this engagement is really an informational 

process for the taxpayers and assists them with achieving compliance with the North Carolina tax 

laws.”   

Once a business taxpayer’s listing has been reviewed, the taxpayer is notified in writing of the new 

value or discover, and the taxpayer has thirty (30) days to appeal the new value before a revised 

tax bill is issued.   



In Bertie County, the potential discovered value is estimated at $92,000,000.  Nearly two thirds of 

this amount is still being reviewed or under appeal. 

When looking at the individual tax burden for our senior citizens, working single parents, farmers, 

and businesses across the County, it is very important that everyone is treated fairly and equitably.   

If one taxpayer has a 22-foot fishing boat and doesn’t list it for taxes, it’s not fair to his neighbor 

that has properly listed their pontoon boat.   

Business personal property includes equipment that you might find at the local dry cleaner, 

cooking equipment in a restaurant, spare parts, fuel, and farm equipment used to raise cotton or 

sage—all of which is required by law to be listed for property taxes each year in all 100 counties in 

North Carolina.   

Mr. Rhea reminded the Board, that this is not a new law or a new tax, “this work by CTS is the 

best way to insure fairness and equity among taxpayers,” he assured.   
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